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Public Defender Mission 

The Cuyahoga County Public Defender Office provides consistently excellent 

representation and vigorous advocacy to protect the rights of low income people in 

criminal, juvenile delinquency, and parental rights matters. We treat each client 

with dignity and respect and tailor our representation to meet their unique needs. We 

ensure that our clients receive an ardent defense and equal justice throughout their 

involvement with the legal system. 



  
           

    
 

 
  

  
  

  
            

          
    

Public Defender Commission 
5 Member Commission appointed by County Executive (approved by Council) and 
appointed by the Administrative Judge: 
 Erika Anthony 

 Gordon Friedman 

 Fernando Mack 

 James J. McDonnell 
 Thomas E. Shaughnessy 

R.C. 120.14 

 Determines “qualifications and size of the supporting staff and facilities and other 
requirements” to operate the office of the county public defender 

 Recommends an “annual operating budget” 



  

     

 

     
 

     
  

 

  

 

 

   

    

 

Divisions 
Felony 
 New felony cases 

 Specialized Dockets (MHDD, Drug, Veteran’s, 
HRDV) 

 Post-conviction motions 

Municipal 
 All Cleveland misdemeanors; initial felony 
appearances 

 Specialized Dockets (MH, Drug, Veteran’s, 
Human Trafficking, Community) 

 Post-conviction motions 

Juvenile 
 Delinquency cases (Bindovers) 

 Parent Representation 

 Specialized Dockets 

Appeals/Post-Conviction 
 8th District and OSC appeals 

 Post-conviction motions (e.g. new trial) 

 Felony expungements 



  

 

 
 

 

Holistic Defense Model 
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State Reimbursement Rate 
for Indigent Defense 
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FY22: Project reimbursement approaching 100% 
FY23: Project 95% reimbursement rate 



  Executive Recommended Budget 



     
 

   

PD General Fund Budget (2017 – 2021) 
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