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AGENDA 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONDAY, JULY 8, 2024 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

10:00 AM 
 

  Committee Members: 
  Cheryl L. Stephens, Chair – District 10  
  Pernel Jones Jr., Vice Chair – District 8 
  Sunny M. Simon - District 11  
  Michael J. Gallagher - District 5 
  Patrick Kelly - District 1 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 24, 2024 MEETING 

 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 
a)  R2024-0246:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $6,000, to 

the United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland for the Afro PACT Summit 
from the District 8 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective. 

 
b)  R2024-0250:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $20,000, 

to the Western Reserve Historical Society for the Carl B. Stokes History & 
Legacy Project from the District 9 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and 
declaring the necessity that this Resolution become immediately 
effective. 
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c) R2024-0251:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $200,000, 
to Karamu House for the Karamu’s Next Generation Capital 
Improvements Project from the District 10 ARPA Community Grant Fund; 
and declaring the necessity that this Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

 
d)  R2024-0252:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $295,000, 

to the Home Repair Resource Center for the Challenge Fund Loan 
Program from the District 10 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring 
the necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective. 

 
6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
*Complimentary parking for the public is available in the attached garage at 900 
Prospect. A skywalk extends from the garage to provide additional entry to the 
Council Chambers from the 5th floor parking level of the garage.  Please see the Clerk 
to obtain a complimentary parking pass. 
 
**Council Chambers is equipped with a hearing assistance system.  If needed, please 
see the Clerk to obtain a receiver. 
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MINUTES 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONDAY, JUNE 24, 2024 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

2:00 PM 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairwoman Stephens called the meeting to order at 2:09 p.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
Ms. Stephens asked Assistant Deputy Clerk Georgakopoulos to call the roll. 
Committee members Stephens, Simon and Kelly were in attendance and 
a quorum was determined. Committee member Jones arrived after the roll call 
was taken. Committee member Gallagher was absent. 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There were no public comments given.  
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 10, 2024 MEETING 

 
A motion was made by Ms. Simon, seconded by Mr. Kelly, and approved by 
unanimous vote to approve the minutes from the June 10, 2024 meeting. 

 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 
a)  R2024-0225:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $75,000, 

to the CREW Foundation for the Skill Up/Crew Up initiative from the 
District 8 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity that 
this Resolution become immediately effective. 
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Ms. Sheila Wright, Founder and Chief Executive Officer of the CREW Foundation, 
addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2024-0225. Discussion 
ensued.  
 
Committee members asked questions of Ms. Wright pertaining to the item, which 
she answered accordingly.  
 
On a motion by Ms. Stephens with a second by Ms. Simon, Resolution No. R2024-
0225 was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full 
Council agenda for second reading. 

 
b) R2024-0238:  A Resolution authorizing an amendment to a Casino 

Revenue Fund Loan Agreement with the City of Euclid for the benefit of 
Phase II of the Waterfront Improvement Plan, by extending the loan 
maturity date from 7/8/2034 to 7/8/2039; authorizing the County 
Executive to execute the amendment and all other documents consistent 
with this Resolution; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution 
become immediately effective. 

 
Mr. Bryan Edwards, Manager, Loan Portfolio for the Department of Development; 
and Mr. Patrick Grogan-Myers, Director of Planning and Development for the City 
of Euclid, addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2024-0238. 
Discussion ensued.  

 
Committee members asked questions of Mr. Edwards and Mr. Grogan-Myers 
pertaining to the item, which they answered accordingly.  

 
On a motion by Ms. Simon with a second by Mr. Jones, Resolution No.  
R2024-0238 was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to 
the full Council agenda for passage under second reading suspension of the rules. 

 
Ms. Simon requested to have her name added as a co-sponsor to the legislation.  
 

c) R2024-0239:  A Resolution authorizing an Emergency Rental Assistance 2 
Loan to Gordon’s Crossing, LP, or its designee, in the amount not-to-
exceed $600,000.00 for a mixed-use, real estate redevelopment project, 
located at the intersection of East 101st Street and Woodward Avenue, 
City of Cleveland; authorizing the County Executive and/or Director of 
Housing and Community Development to execute all documents 
consistent with said loan and this Resolution, and declaring the necessity 
that this Resolution become immediately effective. 

 
Ms. Wright and Ms. Sara Parks Jackson, Director for the Department of Housing 
and Community Development, addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. 
R2024-0239. Discussion ensued.  
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Committee members asked questions of Ms. Wright and Ms. Parks Jackson 
pertaining to the item, which they answered accordingly.  

 
On a motion by Mr. Jones with a second by Mr. Kelly, Resolution No. R2024-0239 
was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full Council 
agenda for passage under second reading suspension of the rules. 

 
d) R2024-0240:  A Resolution making awards to various municipalities in the 

total amount of $600,000.00 for various projects or programs in 
connection with the FY2024 Community Development Block Grant 
Program for the period 3/12/2024 – 12/31/2024; authorizing the County 
Executive to execute the agreements and all other documents consistent 
with said awards and this Resolution; and declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately effective: 

 
1) City of Garfield Heights in the amount not-to-exceed 

$150,000.00 for the Garfield Heights Civic Center Parking Lot 
Project. 
 

2) City of Highland Hills in the amount not-to-exceed 
$150,000.00 for the Gathering Space Project. 
 

3) City of North Olmsted in the amount not-to-exceed 
$150,000.00 for the North Olmsted Senior Center Renovation 
Project. 
 

4) Village of Olmsted Township in the amount not-to-exceed 
$150,000.00 for the Schady Road Sidewalk Project from 
Stearns Road to Nature Trail/Dog Park property. 

 
Ms. Parks Jackson and Ms. Kellie Glenn, Administrator of the Department of 
Housing and Community Development; and Mr. Max Upton, Director of Economic 
and Community Development for the City of North Olmsted, addressed the 
Committee regarding Resolution No. R2024-0240. Discussion ensued.  

 
Committee members asked questions of Ms. Parks Jackson, Ms. Glenn and Mr. 
Upton pertaining to the item, which they answered accordingly.  

 
On a motion by Ms. Stephens with a second by Mr. Kelly, Resolution No. R2024-
0240 was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full 
Council agenda for passage under second reading suspension of the rules. 
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6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

There was no miscellaneous business.  
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, Chairwoman Stephens adjourned the meeting 
at 2:54 p.m., without objection. 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2024-0246 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Jones  

 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $6,000, to the United Black Fund 
of Greater Cleveland for the Afro PACT 
Summit from the District 8 ARPA 
Community Grant Fund; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolution become 
immediately effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, 

the ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from 
the District 8 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $6,000 to the 
United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland for the Afro PACT Summit; and   

 
WHEREAS, the United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland estimates 

approximately 100 people will be served annually through this award; and  
 

WHEREAS, the United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland estimates the total 
cost of the project is $15,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, the United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland indicates the other 
funding source(s) for this project includes:   

 
A. $2,000 from the United Black Fund; 
B. $3,000 from the Bryant Training Group; 
C. $1,500 from individual donors; 
D. $1,000 from Friends of Juanita Brent; and 
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WHEREAS, the United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland is estimating the 

start date of the project will be May 2024 and the project will be completed by 
September 2024; and   

 
WHEREAS, the United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland requested $6,000 

from the District 8 ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 

amount of $6,000 to the United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland to ensure this 
project is completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines 

that it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that 
critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the 
usually, daily operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-
exceed amount of $6,000 to the United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland from the 
General Fund made available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue 
replacement provision for the Afro PACT Summit.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all 

necessary agreements and documents consistent with said award and this 

Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General 

or Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any 

part of this award.  

SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the 
County Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the 
adoption of this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 
effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
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preamble.  Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, 
in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was 
duly adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
         

________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date 
           
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  

 
 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  July 2, 2024 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
 
 
Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 
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Cuyahoga County 
Council  

2079 East 9th Street, 8th Floor ● Cleveland Ohio 44115 
(216) 698-2010 

 

 
 
 

COUNTY AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT APPLICATION 
 

 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 
Name of Requesting Entity (City, Business, Non-Profit, etc.): 

 

United Black Fund of Greater Cleveland, a Non-Profit Organization 
Address of Requesting Entity: 
1621 Euclid Avenue, Suite 1200 
Cleveland, OH 44115 

County Council District # of Requesting Entity: 
 
#7 

Address or Location of Project if Different than Requesting Entity: 
 
 

County Council District # of Address or Location of Project if Different than Requesting Entity: 
 
 
 
Contact Name of Person Filling out This Request:  
Victoria Willson 

Contact Address if different than Requesting Entity: 

Email: 
accounting@unitedblackfund.org 

Phone: 
216-566-9263 

Federal IRS Tax Exempt No.: 
34-1366892 

Date: 06/05/2024 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
REQUEST DESCRIPTION (include the project name, a description of the project, why the project is important 
or needed, and timeline of milestones/tracking of the project): 
 
Project Description 
 
The creation and operationalizing of the summit will offer the insight of panelist who work to build inter-
continental bridges for shared economic growth spanning agriculture, IT and manufacturing. Additionally, 
the summit will unlock opportunities for building meaningful alliances across the African diaspora in 
Cuyahoga County and throughout the State of Ohio by intentionally curated listening and strategy sessions. 
The summit, among other things will help elevate anecdotes of personal triumph, areas of shared need and 
opportunity both locally and on the continent of Africa, repairing broken relationships.  
 
 
Why the Project is Important or needed 
 

As the population in the State of Ohio of foreign born black Americans continuously increase and the United 
States interest in working with Africa continues to grow it is important at a local level we continue to build 
and become leaders in this shared global space by further exploring the need to understand and drive change 
locally by leveraging our similarities and resolving for our differences! In this first year, our primary goal is to 
convene at least 100 diverse individuals to set the stage for future efforts to create cross-cultural understanding 
and awareness by exhausting the conversation of building inclusive spaces and the creation of workforce 
pipelines while activating international economic cooperation pathways with proven footprints of Africans 
who have settled in America. 
 
 
 
Timeline of Milestones / Tracking the Project  
 
Complete Fundraising Commitments – 5/31/2024 
Complete Design Plan and Layout with Consultant -6/30/2024 
Commitment from all speakers, panelist and moderators -7/30/2024 
Market Summit w/pre-survey + Save the Dates -8/31/1014 
Summit Execution -9/26/2024-9/27/2024 
 

Project Start Date: 05/31/2024 Project End Date: 09/27/2024 
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IMPACT OF PROJECT: 
Who will be served: Community members within Cuyahoga County and across the State of Ohio who have 
an interest in cultural exchange of knowledge to support economic growth in Cuyahoga County and share 
ideas of cultural understanding.  

 

 

How many people will be served annually:  
This is the first convening. The goal is hosting this summit on a bi-annual basis. The targeted number of 
participants is 100 with free admission.  

Will low/moderate income people be served; if so how: The diasporan community is defined as 
individuals of west African descent historically by origin or recent transition. Targeted registration will be 
geared towards communities of color who likely by census tract can identify as low to moderate income. 
Post surveys will request information but not at the time of registration.  
 
 

How does the project fit with the community and with other ongoing projects: 
The City of Cleveland alongside Global Cleveland is presently working to create three sister cities with 
countries in Africa with people who identify as members of the diaspora. This is a unique opportunity to build 
upon the Sister City work already occurring and focus on a larger scale convening for a targeted audience who 
has been ignored in the past. It is a unique opportunity to redefine how we create equity here locally and could 
serve as a compliment to the work of Cuyahoga County and its new Welcome Center.  

If applicable, how many jobs will be created or retained (specify the number for each) and will the 
jobs be permanent or temporary: Not applicable  
 
 
 
If applicable, what environmental issues or benefits will there be: Not applicable 

If applicable, how does this project serve as a catalyst for future initiatives: As stated above, it is a unique 
opportunity to redefine how we create equity here locally and could serve as a compliment to the work of Cuyahoga 
County and its new Welcome Center. Additionally, the summit will unlock opportunities for building meaningful 
alliances across the African diaspora in Cuyahoga County and throughout the State of Ohio by intentionally curated 
listening and strategy sessions. The summit, among other things will help elevate anecdotes of personal triumph, areas 
of shared need and opportunity both locally and on the continent of Africa, repairing broken relationships.  
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 
Total Budget of Project: 
$15,000.00 
 

 

 
Other Funding Sources of Project (list each source and dollar amount separately):  
 
United Black Fund - $2,000.00 
The Bryant Training Group- $3,000.00 
Individual Donor -$500.00 
Individual Donor - $1,000.00 
Friends of Juanita Brent - $1,000.00 

Total amount requested of County Council American Resource Act Dollars: $6,000.00 
 
 
 

Since these are one-time dollars, how will the Project be sustained moving forward: The project will be 
sustained by year-round on going fundraising initiatives and partnership creation. This is the first year and 
the first time for this convening. No other convenings in the State of Ohio exist such as this one. Because it 
will equally serve as a strategy building summit methods of examining sustainable fundraising efforts will 
be built into the educational sessions.  
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DISCLAIMER INFORMATION AND SIGNATURE: 
Disclaimer:  

 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have the authority to apply for financial assistance on behalf of the entity 
described herein, and that the information contained herein and attached hereto is true, complete, and 
correct to the best of my knowledge.  
  
I acknowledge and agree that all County contracts and programs are subject to Federal Guidelines and 
Regulations, the Ohio Revised Code, the Cuyahoga County Charter, and all County Ordinances including 
all information submitted as part of this application is a public record.  
  
I understand that any willful misrepresentation on this application or on any of the attachments thereto 
could result in a fine and/or imprisonment under relevant local, state, and/or federal laws or guidelines.  
 
I agree that at any time, any local, state, or federal governmental agency, or a private entity on behalf of any 
of these governmental agencies, can audit these dollars and projects.  
  

Printed Name: Cecil Lipscomb 

Signature: Date: 06/05/2024 

 
 
 

Additional Documents 
Are there additional documents or files as part of this application? Please list each documents name:  
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2024-0250 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Turner  

 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $20,000, to the Western Reserve 
Historical Society for the Carl B. Stokes 
History & Legacy Project from the 
District 9 ARPA Community Grant Fund; 
and declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, 

the ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from 
the District 9 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $20,000 to the 
Western Reserve Historical Society for the Carl B. Stokes History & Legacy 
Project; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Western Reserve Historical Society estimates approximately 

30,000 people will be served annually through this award; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Western Reserve Historical Society estimates approximately 
7 permanent and temporary jobs will be created or retained through this project; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the Western Reserve Historical Society estimates the total cost of 

the project is $512,000 for the Lake View Cemetery Monument and $1,106,739 
for the Legacy Project; and 
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WHEREAS, the Western Reserve Historical Society indicates the other 
funding source(s) for this project includes:   

 
A. $135,000 from the St. Luke’s Foundation; 
B. $10,000 from Cordell Stokes; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Western Reserve Historical Society is estimating the start 

date of the project will be September 2024 and the project will be completed by 
August 2025; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Western Reserve Historical Society requested $20,000 from 

the District 7 ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 

amount of $20,000 to the Western Reserve Historical Society to ensure this project 
is completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines 

that it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that 
critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the 
usually, daily operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-
exceed amount of $20,000 to the Western Reserve Historical Society from the 
General Fund made available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue 
replacement provision for the Carl B. Stokes History & Legacy Project.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all 

necessary agreements and documents consistent with said award and this 

Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General 

or Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any 

part of this award.  
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SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the 
County Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the 
adoption of this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 
effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble.  Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, 
in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was 
duly adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
         

________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date 
           
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  

 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  July 2, 2024 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
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Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 
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 Cuyahoga County 

 Council 
 2079 East 9th Street, 8th Floor  Cleveland, Ohio 44115 
 (216) 698-2010 

 
 

 
 

 

COUNTY AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT APPLICATION 

 
 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 
Name of Requesting entity (City, Business, Non-Profit, etc.): 

 
Western Reserve Historical Society 
 

Address of Requesting Entity: 

 
10825 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, OH 44106 
 

County Council District # of Requesting Entity: 

 

District 7 

Address or Location of Project if Different than Requesting Entity: 

Lake View Cemetery Karamu House 
12316 Euclid Ave. 2355 E 89th St 
Cleveland, OH 44106 Cleveland, OH 44106 

County Council District # of Address of Location of Project if Different than Requesting Entity: 

 
n/a 

Contact Name of Person Filling out This Request: 

 
Tess Snyder, Grants Manager 

Contact Address if different than Requesting Entity: 

 
n/a 

Email: 

 
tsnyder@wrhs.org 

Phone: 

 

(216) 721-5722 

Federal IRS Tax Exempt No.: 

 
34-0714724 

Date: 

 
June 20, 2024 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Carl B. Stokes History & Legacy Project represents the coming together of three Cleveland nonprofit 
institutions to honor this important figure in Cleveland history: The Western Reserve Historical Society, 
Karamu House, and Lake View Cemetery. The overall project includes the erection of a memorial 
monument and statue (the “Monument”) in Lake View Cemetery near the gravesite of Mr. Stokes as well 
as the preservation of Mr. Stokes’ writings, speeches, and papers held in the archives of the Western 
Reserve Historical Society (WRHS) and the Carl Burton Stokes Collection of memorabilia at Karamu 
House. We are writing to specifically request support for the Carl Burton Stokes Monument to be erected 
near his gravesite in the Lake View Cemetery. 
 
Cleveland holds some of history’s finest moments, and the history makers who have made those moments 
will be remembered forever. Among them are the Stokes brothers – two kids from the projects who 
followed their passion for law and politics to become iconic Black changemakers not only for Cleveland, 
but for the nation. Carl Burton Stokes was elected the 51st mayor of Cleveland in 1967, making him the 
first Black mayor of a major American City. His older brother Louis Stokes was elected as a Democrat to 
the United States House of Representatives the following year, serving the 21st District of Ohio, where he 
remained for 15 terms. Louis was also a founding member of the Congressional Black Caucus.  
 
Prior to being elected mayor, Carl was elected as the first Black Democrat to the Ohio House of 
Representatives in 1962, where he served three terms. In 1970, the National League of Cities elected him 
as their first Black president. After completing two terms as Mayor of the City of Cleveland, in 1972 he 
became the first Black anchorman in New York City when he took the job with television station WNBC, 
winning an Emmy Award for his broadcasting work. Carl later returned to Cleveland in 1980 and began 
serving as general counsel for the United Auto Workers Union. 
 
From 1983 to 1994, Carl Burton Stokes served as a Municipal Court Judge in Cleveland. In 1994, 
President Clinton appointed him as Ambassador to the Republic of Seychelles. He was awarded 12 
honorary degrees, numerous civic awards, and representing the United States on numerous goodwill trips 
abroad, at the request of the White House. 
 
Carl Burton Stokes was an amateur boxer, author, lecturer, billiards aficionado, and civil rights and human 
rights activist, making him a unique figure in American History. Stokes passed away from this world on 
April 3, 1996, and was buried at the historic Lake View Cemetery (LVC) in Cleveland. 
 
Yet, even with all of these accomplishments and accolades, Carl’s gravesite does not invoke the attention 
of visitors or the casual passerby in this beautiful, historic cemetery, unlike the monument found at the 
gravesite of his brother Louis. Our goal is to give Carl Burton Stokes the recognition he deserves by 
erecting a new Monument near his grave in Lake View Cemetery, honoring him as a great man that 
accomplished so much for our city and state, and heralded so many “firsts.” 
 
Thus, the Carl Burton Stokes History and Legacy Project has been established for this purpose. In addition 
to the grave Monument, the project includes the processing and digitization of Stokes’ papers at the 
Western Reserve Historical Society’s archives; and to completely upgrade and modernize the Stokes Room 
at Karamu House which houses the photos, awards, and trophy collection of Carl Burton Stokes. 
Project Start Date: 

9/1/2024 
Project End Date: 

8/31/2025 
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IMPACT OF PROJECT: 

Who will be served: 

 
The project will serve the citizens of Greater Cleveland, including all of Cuyahoga County and 
surrounding areas, as well as out of town visitors and regional students/historians.  

How many people will be served annually: 

 

We anticipate serving 30,000 people through visits to Lake View Cemetery to view the new graveside 
Monument of Carl Burton Stokes and attend the ribbon-cutting event; and those who access Stokes’ 
papers, speeches, photographs, plaques, and articles both at Karamu House and WRHS; and children who 
attend educational events at WRHS and Karamu House centering around Stokes’ legacy. 
 

Will low/moderate income people be served; if so how: 

 

Yes. Low/Moderate income populations will be served through Cleveland schools’ educational programs 
that feature the history and legacy of Carl Burton Stokes. Approximately 13,000 Cleveland area students 
participate in educational learning programs each year at the Western Reserve Historical Society. 

How does the project fit with the community and with other ongoing projects: 

 

Carl Stokes’ grave is located at Lake View Cemetery, where the Monument will be installed. In addition, 
running concurrently with this project is the Western Reserve Historical Society’s (WRHS) Solidarity 

Now! 1968 Poor People's Campaign, a travelling exhibit from the Smithsonian Institution which explores 
one of the most important grassroots movements of the civil rights era; and History in Their Hands: Black 

Photographers in Cleveland, Ohio, 1968-Present, a new Cleveland history exhibition experience that 
focuses on the images and captured memories of local photographer-artists. These projects dovetail 
perfectly with the Stokes Legacy Project. 
 

If applicable, how many jobs will be created or retained (specify the number for each) and will the jobs be 

permanent or temporary: 

Temporary Retained 
1 – artist to design memorial 2 Archivists (1 Karamu House, 1 WRHS) 
4 – contractors for work to be done at Lake View 
Cemetery and Karamu House 

If applicable, what environmental issues or benefits will there be: 

 

The installation of the Carl Stokes Monument at Lake View Cemetery will include benches where visitors 
can sit and enjoy the view and peace of the lake and surrounding areas. In addition to environmental 
beautification, access to the Carl Stokes archives at Karamu House and WRHS’s Cleveland History Center 
will preserve important local historical information and make these archives accessible to historians and 
researchers in Cleveland and across the country for years to come. 
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If applicable, how does this project serve as a catalyst for future initiatives: 

 

N/A 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 

Total Budget of Project: 

 

$512,000 for the Lake View Cemetery Carl Burton Stokes Monument 
 
$1,106,739 for the total Carl Burton Stokes Legacy Project, which includes the Lake View Cemetery Carl 
Burton Stokes Monument plus the Carl B. Stokes archives projects at Karamu House and the Western 
Reserve Historical Society. 
 

Other Funding Sources of Project (list each source and dollar amount separately): 

 

$135,000 - Saint Luke's Foundation 
$10,000 - Cordell Stokes 

Total amount requested of County Council American Resource Act Dollars: 

 

$20,000 

Since these are one-time dollars, how will the Project be sustained moving forward: 
 

This is a collaborative project that involves several organizations, with different aspects of the project to be 
sustained in the future by the organizations based on where items are installed or kept. The Carl Burton 
Stokes Monument will be maintained by Lake View Cemetery in the future. The Carl Stokes Collection at 
Karamu House will be maintained by that organization, and the Carl Stokes archives at the WRHS’s 
Cleveland History Center will be maintained by the Western Reserve Historical Society. 
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DISCLAIMER INFORMATION AND SIGNATURE: 

Disclaimer: 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have the authority to apply for financial assistance on behalf of the entity 
described herein, and that the information contained herein and attached hereto is true, complete, and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 
 
I acknowledge and agree that all County contracts and programs are subject to Federal Guidelines and 
Regulations, the Ohio Revised Code, the Cuyahoga County Charter, and all County Ordinances including 
all information submitted as part of this application is a public record. 
 
I understand that any willful misrepresentation on the application or on any of the attachments thereto 
could result in a fine and/or imprisonment under relevant local, state, and/or federal laws or guidelines. 
 
I agree that at any time, any local, state, or federal governmental agency, or a private entity on behalf of 
any of these governmental agencies, and audit these dollars and projects. 

Printed Name: 

 

Kelly Falcone-Hall 

Signature: 

 

 

Date: 

 

June 20, 2024 

 

 

Additional Documents 

 
501(c)(3) Determination Letter 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2024-0251 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Stephens 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $200,000, to Karamu House for 
the Karamu’s Next Generation capital 
improvements project from the District 10 
ARPA Community Grant Fund; and 
declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, 

the ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from 
the District 10 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $200,000 to 
Karamu House for the Karamu’s Next Generation capital improvements project; 
and   

 
WHEREAS, Karamu House estimates approximately 25,000 people will be 

served annually through this award; and  
 

WHEREAS, Karamu House estimates approximately 204 permanent and 
temporary jobs will be created or retained through this project; and  

 
WHEREAS, Karamu House estimates the total cost of the project is 

$5,377,060; and 
 
WHEREAS, Karamu House indicates the other funding source(s) for this 

project includes:   
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A. $500,000 from the City of Cleveland; 
B. $92,780 from J.M. Smucker Co.; 
C. $1,400,000 from the George Gund Foundation; 
D. $1,280,000 from the Cleveland Foundation; 
E. $75,000 from the National Trust for Historic Preservation; 
F. $300,000 from KeyBank; 
G. $529,280 from the Ohio Facilities Construction Commission; 
H. $1,000,000 from Bank of America; and 

 
WHEREAS, Karamu House is estimating the start date of the project will be 

March 2022 and the project will be completed by July 2024; and   
 
WHEREAS, Karamu House requested $200,000 from the District 10 ARPA 

Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 

amount of $200,000 to Karamu House to ensure this project is completed; and  
 

WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines 
that it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that 
critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the 
usually, daily operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-
exceed amount of $200,000 to Karamu House from the General Fund made 
available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue replacement provision for the 
Karamu’s Next Generation capital improvements project.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all 

necessary agreements and documents consistent with said award and this 

Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General 

or Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any 

part of this award.  
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SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the 
County Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the 
adoption of this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 
effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble.  Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, 
in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was 
duly adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
         

________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date 
           
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  
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First Reading/Referred to Committee:  July 2, 2024 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
 
 
Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2024-0252  

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Stephens  

 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $295,000, to the Home Repair 
Resource Center for the Challenge Fund 
Loan Program from the District 10 ARPA 
Community Grant Fund; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolution become 
immediately effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, 

the ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from 
the District 10 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $295,000 to the 
Home Repair Resource Center for the Challenge Fund Loan Program; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Home Repair Resource Center estimates approximately 50 

homeowners will be served annually through this award; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Home Repair Resource Center estimates approximately one 
job will be created or retained through this project; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Home Repair Resource Center estimates the total cost of the 

project is $380,000; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Home Repair Resource Center indicates the other funding 

source(s) for this project includes:   
 

A. $70,000 from the City of Cleveland Heights 
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B. $10,000 from the City of University Heights; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Home Repair Resource Center is estimating the start date of 
the project will be October 2024 and the project will be completed by October 
2026; and   

 
WHEREAS, the Home Repair Resource Center requested $300,000 from the 

District 10 ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 

amount of $295,000 to the Home Repair Resource Center to ensure this project is 
completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines 

that it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that 
critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the 
usually, daily operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-
exceed amount of $295,000 to the Home Repair Resource Center from the General 
Fund made available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue replacement 
provision for the Challenge Fund Loan Program.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all 

necessary agreements and documents consistent with said award and this 

Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General 

or Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any 

part of this award.  

SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the 
County Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the 
adoption of this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 
effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 

Page 34 of 41



 

 

peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble.  Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, 
in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was 
duly adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
         

________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date 
           
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  

 
 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  July 2, 2024 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
 
 
Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 
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