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AGENDA 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2024 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

10:00 AM 
 

  Committee Members: 
  Cheryl L. Stephens, Chair – District 10  
  Pernel Jones Jr., Vice Chair – District 8 
  Sunny M. Simon - District 11  
  Michael J. Gallagher - District 5 
  Patrick Kelly - District 1 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 MEETING 

 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 
a) R2024-0307:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $20,000, 

to Smart Development, Inc. for the Community First Program from the 
District 3 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity that 
this Resolution become immediately effective. 
 

b) R2024-0346:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $10,000, 
to the B-Buzz Baseball League for new baseball equipment from the 
District 9 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity that 
this Resolution become immediately effective. 
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c) R2024-0347:  A Resolution amending the award made pursuant to R2022-
0170 to authorize the City of Richmond Heights to use the remaining 
balance of $87,500, for the purpose of the Greenwood Farm Gazebo 
Project from the District 11 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring 
the necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective. 

 
6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

*Complimentary parking for the public is available in the attached garage at 900 
Prospect. A skywalk extends from the garage to provide additional entry to the 
Council Chambers from the 5th floor parking level of the garage.  Please see the Clerk 
to obtain a complimentary parking pass. 
 
**Council Chambers is equipped with a hearing assistance system.  If needed, please 
see the Clerk to obtain a receiver. 
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MINUTES 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

9:00 AM 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairwoman Stephens called the meeting to order at 9:09 a.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
Ms. Stephens asked Assistant Deputy Clerk Georgakopoulos to call the roll. 
Committee members Stephens, Gallagher and Kelly were in attendance and a 
quorum was determined. Committee member Simon arrived after the roll call was 
taken. Committee member Jones was absent. Councilmember Miller was also in 
attendance.  
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There were no public comments given.  
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JULY 22, 2024 MEETING 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Kelly, seconded by Ms. Stephens, and approved by 
unanimous vote to approve the minutes from the July 22, 2024 meeting. 

 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 
a)  R2024-0305:  A Resolution making an award on RQ13032 with various 

providers in the total amount not-to-exceed $7,640,000.00 for banking 
services for the period 10/1/2024 – 9/30/2028; authorizing the County 
Executive to execute the contracts and all other documents consistent 
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with said awards and this Resolution; and declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately effective: 

 
1) Contract No. 4645 with Keybank National Association 

in the amount not-to-exceed $4,600,000.00. 
 

2) Contract No. 4646 with Huntington National Bank in 
the amount not-to-exceed $400,000.00. 

 
3) Contract No. 4647 with PNC Bank National Association 

in the amount not-to-exceed $320,000.00. 
 

4) Contract No. 4648 with U.S. Bank National Association 
in the amount not-to-exceed $2,320,000.00. 

 
Ms. Katie Gallagher, Chief of Operations, Community Innovation for the 
Executive’s Office, addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2024-
0305. Discussion ensued.  
 
Committee members and Councilmember asked questions of Ms. Gallagher 
pertaining to the item, which she answered accordingly. 
 
Ms. Carrie Carpenter, Regional Director of Community Philanthropy and 
Engagement and Ms. Staci Glenn-Short, Community Development Program 
Director and Community Reinvestment Act Officer for Huntington National Bank; 
Ms. Shanelle Smith Whigham, Senior Vice President and National Community 
Engagement Director for KeyBank National Association; Mr. Kevin Grobelny, 
Senior Vice President & Managing Director – Public Finance for PNC Bank National 
Association; and Mr. Jeff Spetrino, Senior Vice President, Government Relationship 
Manager for U.S. Bank National Association, addressed the Committee regarding 
Resolution No. R2024-0305. Discussion ensued.  
 
Committee members and Councilmember asked questions of Ms. Carpenter, Ms. 
Glenn-Short, Ms. Smith Whigham, Mr. Grobelny and Mr. Spetrino pertaining to the 
item, which they answered accordingly. 
 
Mr. Nate Hall, Assistant Law Director for the Department of Law introduced a 
proposed substitute to Resolution No. R2024-0305.  Discussion ensued. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Simon, seconded by Mr. Kelly and approved by 
unanimous vote to accept the proposed substitute. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Stephens with a second by Ms. Simon, Resolution No. R2024-
0305 was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full 
Council agenda for second reading, as substituted. 
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b) R2024-0307:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $20,000, 
to Smart Development, Inc. for the Community First Program from the 
District 3 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity that 
this Resolution become immediately effective. 

 
This item was held as the provider was unable to attend the meeting.  
There was no legislative action taken on Resolution No. R2024-0307.  

 
c) R2024-0308:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $40,000, 

to the Building & Leveraging Opportunities Foundation for property 
rehabilitation from Districts 3, 7 and 9 ARPA Community Grant Funds; 
and declaring the necessity that this Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

 
Mr. Terrell Pruitt, Board Member for the Building & Leveraging Opportunities 
Foundation, addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2024-0308. 
Discussion ensued.  
 
Committee members and Councilmember asked questions of Mr. Pruitt pertaining 
to the item, which he answered accordingly.  
 
On a motion by Ms. Stephens with a second by Mr. Kelly, Resolution No. R2024-
0308 was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full 
Council agenda for second reading. 

 
d) R2024-0310:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $20,000, 

to Wallstreet Nottingham Development Inc. for the New Headquarters 
and Residential Development Project from the District 7 ARPA 
Community Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution 
become immediately effective. 

 
Mr. Eugene Miller, Chairperson for Wallstreet Nottingham Development Inc., 
addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2024-0310. Discussion 
ensued.  
 
Committee members and Councilmember asked questions of Mr. Miller pertaining 
to the item, which he answered accordingly.  
 
On a motion by Ms. Stephens with a second by Mr. Kelly, Resolution No. R2024-
0310 was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full 
Council agenda for second reading. 
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e) R2024-0311:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $100,000, 
to the City of Maple Heights for the purchase of property located at 5391 
Lee Road from the District 8 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring 
the necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective. 

 
The Honorable Annette Blackwell, Mayor of the City of Maple Heights, addressed 
the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2024-0311. Discussion ensued.  
 
Committee members and Councilmember asked questions of Mayor Blackwell 
pertaining to the item, which she answered accordingly.  
 
On a motion by Ms. Stephens with a second by Ms. Simon, Resolution No. R2024-
0311 was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full 
Council agenda for second reading. 

 
f) R2024-0314:  A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $50,000, 

to the Karamu House for the Next Generation Capital Improvement 
Project from the District 9 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring 
the necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective. 

 
Mr. Tony Sias, President and Chief Executive Officer of Karamu House, addressed 
the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2024-0314. Discussion ensued.  
 
Committee members and Councilmember asked questions of Mr. Sias pertaining 
to the item, which he answered accordingly.  
 
On a motion by Ms. Simon with a second by Mr. Kelly, Resolution No. R2024-0314 
was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full Council 
agenda for second reading. 

 
g) O2024-0009:  An Ordinance amending Sections 106.04, 701.07, 714.01, 

714.02, and Chapters 807 and 809 of the County Code to properly align 
the roles and responsibilities of the Department of Housing and 
Community Development and the Department of Development; and 
declaring the necessity that this Ordinance become immediately 
effective. 

 
Mr. Greg Huth, Assistant Law Director, Senior Counsel for the Department of Law, 
addressed the Committee regarding Ordinance No. O2024-0009. Discussion 
ensued.  
 
Committee members and Councilmember asked questions of Mr. Huth pertaining 
to the item, which he answered accordingly.  
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On a motion by Ms. Simon with a second by Mr. Kelly, Ordinance No. O2024-0009 
was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full Council 
agenda for second reading. 

 
6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 
There was no miscellaneous business.  

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
With no further business to discuss, Chairwoman Stephens adjourned the meeting 
at 10:16 a.m., without objection. 

 

Page 7 of 49



 

 

County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2024-0307 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Sweeney  

 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $20,000, to Smart Development, 
Inc. for the Community First Program 
from the District 3 ARPA Community 
Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity 
that this Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, 

the ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from 
the District 3 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $20,000 to Smart 
Development, Inc. for the Community First Program; and   

 
WHEREAS, Smart Development, Inc. estimates approximately 4,400 people 

will be served annually through this award; and  
 

WHEREAS, Smart Development, Inc. estimates approximately 19 permanent 
and temporary jobs will be created or retained through this project; and  

 
WHEREAS, Smart Development, Inc. estimates the total cost of the project is 

$693,500; and 
 
WHEREAS, Smart Development, Inc. indicates the other funding source(s) 

for this project includes:   
 

A. Cleveland Foundation (Anticipated) $60,000 
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B. Dollar General Literacy Foundation (Secured) $10,000 
C. The George Gund Foundation (Secured) $75,000 
D. Islamic Relief USA (secured) $8,000 
E. Third Federal Foundation (Secured) $5,000 
F. Thomas H White Foundation (Secured) $20,000 
G. Abington Foundation (Secured) $25,000 
H. Bruening Foundation (Anticipated) $30,000 
I. Union Home Mortgage Foundation (Secured) $2,500 
J. McGregor Foundation (Secured) $20,000 
K. Andrew's Foundation (Anticipated) $10,000 
L. Westfield Insurance Foundation (Secured) $75,000 
M. Thacher Family Fund (Secured) $2,500 
N. Caresource Foundation (Anticipated) $5,000 
O. Community West Foundation (Secured) $35,000; and 

 
WHEREAS, Smart Development, Inc. is estimating the start date of the 

project will be January 2024 and the project will be completed by January 2025; 
and   

 
WHEREAS, Smart Development, Inc. requested $20,000 from the District 3 

ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 

amount of $20,000 to the Smart Development, Inc. to ensure this project is 
completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines 

that it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that 
critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the 
usually, daily operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-
exceed amount of $20,000 to Smart Development, Inc. from the General Fund 
made available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue replacement provision 
for the Community First Program.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

Page 9 of 49



 

 

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all 

necessary agreements and documents consistent with said award and this 

Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General 

or Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any 

part of this award.  

SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the 
County Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the 
adoption of this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 
effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble.  Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, 
in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was 
duly adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
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________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date 
           
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  

 
 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  September 10, 2024 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
 
 
Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 
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Cuyahoga County 

Council  
2079 East 9th Street, 8th Floor ● Cleveland Ohio 44115 

(216) 698-2010 
 

 
 
 

COUNTY AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT APPLICATION 

 
 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 

Name of Requesting Entity (City, Business, Non-Profit, etc.): 

 

 

Address of Requesting Entity: 

 

County Council District # of Requesting Entity: 

 

 

 
Address or Location of Project if Different than Requesting Entity: 

 

 

 
County Council District # of Address or Location of Project if Different than Requesting Entity: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address of Entity: 

 

Contact Name of Person Filling out This Request:  

Contact Address if different than Requesting Entity: 

Email: Phone: 

Federal IRS Tax Exempt No.: Date: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smart Development, Inc. 501c3 Not for Profit Corporation

3538 W 140th Street, Cleveland, OH 44111

Melaak Rashid, Development Director of Smart Development, Inc.

3538 W 140th Street, Cleveland, OH 44111

Melaak@smartdevelopmentinc.org 216-309-0833

82-4991900 8/19/2024

 Organization is located within County Council District 2, but is requesting from County Council District 3

Page 12 of 49



 
 
 
 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
REQUEST DESCRIPTION (include the project name, a description of the project, why the project is important 

or needed, and timeline of milestones/tracking of the project): 

 

Project Start Date:  Project End Date: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01/01/2024 01/01/2025

Smart Development Inc. operates and serves the Northeast Ohio proudly, with an emphasis on serving very low to
 moderately low individuals and families who are Newcomers of Cuyahoga County. Smart Development Inc works to
 enhance the social safety net and expansion of opportunities for at-need families to grow roots and lead toward
 pathways of self-sufficiency and being a trusted-voice for the international community. Formally established in 2017,
 Smart Development’s provides case management services that build access to opportunity and pathways of social
 tworkforce, and broad stability to individuals and families in underserved communities particularly to those who are
 low-income, of color, immigrant, refugee, and similar. Our main objective from inception was to not only bring more
 attention to the needs of the underrepresented and underserved communities in need, but to provide critical support/
 solutions to the lack of access to resources they face and work toward closing the gap of access to affordable
 housing and workforce opportunities while revitalizing the neighborhoods they live in to be safer communities of
 choice. Comprised of refugee and immigrants and children of immigrants, Smart Development prides itself of being
 a leading organization within the community improvement and social service that provides  culturally competent
 services with needed language assistance to ensure equitable community support.
 
Smart Development's Community First Program serves all in need- providing critical safety net services to households
and individuals. In 2023, Smart Development provided 944 households with culturally relevant food boxes that have
 to support families and individuals in need of additional food. In terms of financial support, Smart Development
provided 76,000 in emergency financial support- this included: emergency rent, utility, food gift cards, debt collection,
 and similar expenses to remove financial burdens off low income households. In addition, Smart Development
 donated a total of 4,894 items such as couches, dressers, dining room sets, appliances, clothing, home goods
 baby items, formula, diapers, toys, toiletries, and similar essentials. Further in 2023, Smart Development provided 42
 senior households with free-minor home repairs that ensured their exterior and interior home was safe to live in such
 as ramps, storm doors, gutters, HVAC, and plumbing repair. Smart Development also rehabilitated 7 homes and sold
 them to first-time homebuyers, provided 53 individuals first-time homebuyer counseling, and made over 900 referrals
to community partners to ensure individuals and families are further connected to critical community resources. The
successes seen in 2023 are continuing in 2024 and will continue beyond 2024 due to the growing need of support
seen across Cuyahoga County among low-income and marginalized communities'. Particularly the donations provided
to the community that fill a critical gap as families and individuals do not have the income to purchase essentials
for their families and households. Smart Development works with Good360 International, a nonprofit that provides
other nonprofit partners such as Smart Development discounted opportunities to purchase in bulk/truckloads of items
that are to then be donated to the community. Items encompass: furniture, appliances, baby items, clothing, toys.
kitchenware, bathroom essentials, toiletries, hygiene products, and beyond. Monthly donation drives are held at our
facility to provide a way for all individuals to get critical items they otherwise cannot afford. Direct donation drop off
is also provided to individuals who do not have transportation. Annually, Community First serves over 3,000
individuals providing critical resources, donations, and supportive services with added language assistance as
needed by community members who have language barriers.
 
The timeline for this is on-going, as the services are provided on a regular/daily basis. Currently, Smart Development
has a staff of 13 who cover all areas of service in social/human service, health, housing, basic needs, and case
management.
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IMPACT OF PROJECT: 

Who will be served: 

 

 

How many people will be served annually:  

 

Will low/moderate income people be served; if so how:  

 

 

 

How does the project fit with the community and with other ongoing projects: 

 

 

 

If applicable, how many jobs will be created or retained (specify the number for each) and will the 

jobs be permanent or temporary:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address of Entity: 

 

If applicable, what environmental issues or benefits will there be:  

If applicable, how does this project serve as a catalyst for future initiatives: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annually, Smart Development serves over 4,000 unique individuals across Cuyahoga County. In 2023, Smart
Development served 4,368 individuals across the county.

Yes, very low to moderate income individuals and households will be served. Smart Development given the nature
of the services and programs provided serves individuals who require varying degrees of support to ensure their
basic needs and social safety net is provided for. Individuals who are very low to moderate income will be prioritized
through our intake process, to which is required when all individuals seek any service from Smart Development staff.

Smart Development anticipates at the end of 2024, roughly 4,400 unique residents of Cuyahoga County will be served.

In 2023, Smart Development did help place 561 individuals into full and or part time employment. The goal for 2024 is
to place at least 580 individuals into full and or part time employment. Sectors to which are common include: healthcare,
manufacturing, hospitality, customer service, and service industry broadly.

Cuyahoga County on-going efforts to address socioeconomic disparities seen among residents, especially among
communities of color. Cuyahoga County recently opened the Welcome Center, a facility to which can aid in supporting
the Newcomer community in connecting to workforce and other social service needs while also creating a way to
connect with JFS. We believe Smart Development supports the ongoing work of the County to support individuals
and families by meeting them where they are and providing direct support.

Page 14 of 49



FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 

Total Budget of Project: 

 

 

Other Funding Sources of Project (list each source and dollar amount separately):  

 

Total amount requested of County Council American Resource Act Dollars:  

 

 

 

Since these are one-time dollars, how will the Project be sustained moving forward:  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The programs and services of Smart Development will be sustained moving forward through diverse revenue streams.
Currently, Smart Development does generate revenue through foundation grants, individual donations, sponsorships,
as well as fee for service revenue and contractual revenue generated from services provided to other nonprofit
organizations and corporate partners who work with Smart Development in our staff providing administrative support
and language translation services.

$20,000.00

$693,500.00 is Community First Program budget

Cleveland Foundation (Anticipated)  $60,000
Dollar General Literacy Foundation (Secured)  $10,000
The George Gund Foundation (Secured)  $75,000
Islamic Relief USA (secured)  $8,000
Third Federal Foundation (Secured) $5,000
Thomas H White Foundation (Secured) $20,000
Abington Foundation (Secured) $25,000
Bruening Foundation (Anticipated) $30,000
Union Home Mortgage Foundation (Secured) $2,500
McGregor Foundation (Secured) $20,000
Andrew's Foundation (Anticipated) $10,000
Westfield Insurance Foundation (Secured) $75,000
Thacher Family Fund (Secured) $2,500
Caresource Foundation (Anticipated) $5,000
Community West Foundation (Secured) $35,000
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DISCLAIMER INFORMATION AND SIGNATURE: 

Disclaimer:  

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have the authority to apply for financial assistance on behalf of the entity 

described herein, and that the information contained herein and attached hereto is true, complete, and 

correct to the best of my knowledge.  

  

I acknowledge and agree that all County contracts and programs are subject to Federal Guidelines and 

Regulations, the Ohio Revised Code, the Cuyahoga County Charter, and all County Ordinances including 

all information submitted as part of this application is a public record.  

  

I understand that any willful misrepresentation on this application or on any of the attachments thereto 

could result in a fine and/or imprisonment under relevant local, state, and/or federal laws or guidelines.  

 

I agree that at any time, any local, state, or federal governmental agency, or a private entity on behalf of any 

of these governmental agencies, can audit these dollars and projects.  

  

Printed Name:  

Signature: Date: 

 

 

 

Additional Documents 

Are there additional documents or files as part of this application? Please list each documents name:  

 

Melaak Rashid

08/19/2024
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2024-0346 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Turner  

 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $10,000, to the B-Buzz Baseball 
League for new baseball equipment from 
the District 9 ARPA Community Grant 
Fund; and declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, 

the ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from 
the District 9 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $10,000 to the B-
Buzz Baseball League for new baseball equipment; and   

 
WHEREAS, the B-Buzz Baseball League estimates the total cost of the 

project is $63,250; and 
 

WHEREAS, the B-Buzz Baseball League indicates the other funding 
source(s) for this project includes $8,000 from the Cleveland Guardians and 
$6,000 from the Coleman Spohn Corp; and 

 
WHEREAS, the B-Buzz Baseball League is estimating the start date of the 

project will be April 2025 and the project will be completed by August 2025; and   
 
WHEREAS, the B-Buzz Baseball League requested $64,000 from the District 

9 ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  
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WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 
amount of $10,000 to the B-Buzz Baseball League to ensure this project is 
completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines 

that it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that 
critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the 
usually, daily operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-
exceed amount of $10,000 to the B-Buzz Baseball League from the General Fund 
made available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue replacement provision 
for new baseball equipment.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all 

necessary agreements and documents consistent with said award and this 

Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General 

or Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any 

part of this award.  

SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the 
County Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the 
adoption of this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 
effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble.  Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
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Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, 
in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was 
duly adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
         

________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date 
           
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  

 
 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  September 24, 2024 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
 
 
Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 

 
 

Page 19 of 49



Page 20 of 49



Page 21 of 49



Page 22 of 49



Page 23 of 49



Page 24 of 49



Page 25 of 49



Page 26 of 49



Page 27 of 49



Page 28 of 49



Page 29 of 49



Page 30 of 49



Page 31 of 49



Page 32 of 49



Page 33 of 49



Page 34 of 49



Page 35 of 49



Page 36 of 49



Page 37 of 49



Page 38 of 49



Page 39 of 49



Page 40 of 49



 

 

County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2024-0347 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Simon  

 

 

 

A Resolution amending the award made 
pursuant to R2022-0170 to authorize the 
City of Richmond Heights to use the 
remaining balance of $87,500, for the 
purpose of the Greenwood Farm Gazebo 
Project from the District 11 ARPA 
Community Grant Fund; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolution become 
immediately effective. 

   
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 

Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 

revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  
 
WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, 

the ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  
 
WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 

million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

 
WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 

encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  
 
WHEREAS, on August 2, 2022, the Council approved R2022-0170 awarding 

$100,000 to the City of Richmond Heights for the purpose of replacing the porch 
at the Greenwood Farm Community Park farmhouse; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City of Richmond Height has requested to amend the award 

made pursuant to R2022-0170 to use of the remaining unspent balance of $87,500 
for the Greenwood Farm Gazebo Project; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from 
the District 11 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $87,500 to the 
City of Richmond Heights for the Greenwood Farm Gazebo Project; and   

 
WHEREAS, the City of Richmond Heights estimates the total cost of the  

Greenwood Farm Gazebo Project is $200,000; and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Richmond Heights indicates the other funding 
source(s) for this project includes:   

 
A. $50,000 from Cuyahoga County CDSG Grant; 
B. $50,000 from Ohio Capital Improvement Grant; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Richmond Heights is estimating the start date of the 

project will be September 2023 and the project will be completed by March 2025; 
and   

 
WHEREAS, the City of Richmond Heights requested $87,500 from the 

District 11 ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 

amount of $87,500 to the City of Richmond Heights to ensure this project is 
completed; and  

 
WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines 

that it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that 
critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the 
usually, daily operations of the County. 

  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby amends the award 
made pursuant to R2022-0170 to authorize the City of Richmond Heights to use 
the remaining balance of $87,500 from the General Fund made available by the 
American Rescue Plan Act revenue replacement provision for the Greenwood 
Farm Gazebo Project.  

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 

agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

 
SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 

documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all 

necessary agreements and documents consistent with said award and this 

Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General 

or Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any 

part of this award.  
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SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the 
County Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the 
adoption of this Resolution.  

 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 
effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble.  Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

concerning and relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, 
in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. 

 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by ______, the foregoing Resolution was 
duly adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
         

________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date 
           
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  
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First Reading/Referred to Committee:  September 24, 2024 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development 
 
 
Journal________________ 

______________, 20_____ 
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Cuyahoga County 

Council  
2079 East 9th Street, 8th Floor ● Cleveland Ohio 44115 

(216) 698-2010

COUNTY AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT APPLICATION 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 

Name of Requesting Entity (City, Business, Non-Profit, etc.): 

City of Richmond Heights 

Address of Requesting Entity: 

26789 Highland Rd. 

Richmond Heights, OH 44143 

County Council District # of Requesting Entity: 

11 

Address or Location of Project if Different than Requesting Entity: 

264 Richmond Road 

Richmond Heights 

County Council District # of Address or Location of Project if Different than Requesting Entity: 

11 

Address of Entity:

Contact Name of Person Filling out This Request: 

Rachel Gardiner 

Contact Address if different than Requesting Entity: 

26789 Highland Rd. 

Richmond Heights, OH 44143 

Email: 

rgardiner@richmondheightsohio.org 

Phone: 

216.486.2474 

Federal IRS Tax Exempt No.: 

34-0928475

Date: 

7/11/2024 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
REQUEST DESCRIPTION (include the project name, a description of the project, why the project is important 

or needed, and timeline of milestones/tracking of the project): 

The Richmond Heights Greenwood Farm Gazebo Project, located on the north side of Richmond Heights at 264 

Richmond Rd, Richmond Heights, OH 44143, aims to serve as a versatile community space, providing shelter for 

various gatherings, events, and recreational activities. 

The motivation behind this project stems from the current lack of a dedicated outdoor event space at Greenwood 

Farms Community Park and the specific need for communal infrastructure on the north side of Richmond 

Heights. This project perfectly aligns with the city's dedication to creating community-focused spaces, with the 

primary objective of establishing a hub for cultural, recreational, and social activities to enhance community 

cohesion. 

What distinguishes this gazebo project is its innovative and transformative nature. It goes beyond merely 

addressing a practical need; it represents a commitment to creating a dedicated space that fosters community 

engagement and connection. Notably, it embraces an inclusive approach, with community input and 

collaboration integral to the design and planning phases. This ensures that the gazebo not only fulfills functional 

requirements but also resonates with the values and aspirations of the residents, thereby amplifying its 

transformative impact. 

In essence, the gazebo project at Greenwood Farms Community Park is envisioned as more than just a physical 

structure; it stands as a transformative initiative that actively promotes community involvement and strengthens 

the social fabric of Richmond Heights. 

Timeline: Currently, the City is in the construction document phase and hope to complete by March of 2025. 

Project Start Date: 9/2023 Project End Date: 3/2025 
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IMPACT OF PROJECT: 

Who will be served: The gazebo at Greenwood Farms will primarily serve the residents of Richmond Heights and the surrounding 

communities. With a focus on community engagement, the gazebo will cater to diverse individuals, including families, seniors,  and young 

adults. Events hosted at the gazebo will foster a sense of unity and shared experiences among community members. 

How many people will be served annually: The gazebo at Greenwood Farms will primarily serve the residents of Richmond 

Heights and the surrounding communities. With a focus on community engagement, the gazebo will cater to diverse individuals, including 

families, seniors, and young adults. Events hosted at the gazebo will foster a sense of unity and shared experiences among community 

members. 

Will low/moderate income people be served; if so how: Yes, with a focus on community engagement, the gazebo will cater 

to diverse individuals, including families, seniors, and young adults. Events hosted at the gazebo will foster a sense of unity and shared 

experiences among community members. 

How does the project fit with the community and with other ongoing projects: The construction of a gazebo at 

Greenwood Farms aligns seamlessly with the city's development strategy, providing a dedicated outdoor event space that complements 

existing amenities. This project will meet the community's immediate needs and catalyze broader growth, fostering a vibrant and engaged 
community in Richmond Heights. 

If applicable, how many jobs will be created or retained (specify the number for each) and will the jobs 

be permanent or temporary: N/A 

Address of Entity:

If applicable, what environmental issues or benefits will there be: The project will include sustainable design 

elements, promoting environmental stewardship, and education on the importance of preserving natural spaces. 

If applicable, how does this project serve as a catalyst for future initiatives: Securing funding for the gazebo 

project will act as a catalyst for additional growth in several ways: 
• Enhanced Community Programming: The gazebo will facilitate a diverse range of community events, including the annual

Fall Funfest, Halloween events, recreational/wellness, music, and other outdoor activities. This will attract more residents

and visitors to the park, stimulating increased community participation.
• Economic Impact: A vibrant park with enhanced facilities can attract local businesses and entrepreneurs interested in

supporting or sponsoring events. This economic activity can contribute to the overall growth of the community.

• Increased Property Values: The addition of a gazebo and associated community events can enhance the overall appeal of

the Richmond Heights neighborhood, potentially leading to increased property values and attracting new residents.
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION: 

Total Budget of Project: $200,000 

Other Funding Sources of Project (list each source and dollar amount separately): 

2024 Cuyahoga County Supplemental Grant - $50,000 

2022 State of Ohio Capital Improvement Grant - $50,000    

Total amount requested of County Council American Resource Act Dollars: $87,500 
The City initially allocated $12,500 of the awarded $100,000 for a feasibility study to assess the original scope of work, which focused on repairing 
the front porch of the Greenwood Farm Park house. Upon completion of the feasibility study, it was determined that the costs associated with 
repairing the front porch were prohibitively high. Given this finding, the scope of work was revised to focus on the gazebo project within Greenwood 
Farm Park. This decision was made to ensure that the allocated funds would be used in a manner that aligns with the City's goals while still 
addressing a need within the same general location. The $12,500 previously expended on the feasibility study for the Greenwood Farm Park house 
will now be considered part of the overall investment in enhancing Greenwood Farm Park, with a shift in focus to the gazebo project.

Since these are one-time dollars, how will the Project be sustained moving forward: By combining 

community involvement, strategic partnerships, proactive funding, diligent maintenance, and dynamic programming, the City of 

Richmond Heights will sustain the gazebo project at Greenwood Farms Community Park, ensuring it serves as a cherished and 
functional community space for years to come. 
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DISCLAIMER INFORMATION AND SIGNATURE: 

Disclaimer: 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have the authority to apply for financial assistance on behalf of the entity 

described herein, and that the information contained herein and attached hereto is true, complete, and 
correct to the best of my knowledge. 

I acknowledge and agree that all County contracts and programs are subject to Federal Guidelines and 
Regulations, the Ohio Revised Code, the Cuyahoga County Charter, and all County Ordinances including 
all information submitted as part of this application is a public record. 

I understand that any willful misrepresentation on this application or on any of the attachments thereto 
could result in a fine and/or imprisonment under relevant local, state, and/or federal laws or guidelines. 

I agree that at any time, any local, state, or federal governmental agency, or a private entity on behalf of any 
of these governmental agencies, can audit these dollars and projects. 

Printed Name: Rachel Gardiner 

Signature: Date: 9/03/24 

f 
Additional Documents 

Are there additional documents or files as part of this application? Please list each documents name: 
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