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AGENDA 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & HOUSING 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2025 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

9:30 AM 
 

  Committee Members: 
  Michael J. Houser, Sr., Chair – District 10  
  Pernel Jones Jr., Vice Chair – District 8 
  Patrick Kelly - District 1 
  Robert E. Schleper, Jr. - District 6 
  Sunny M. Simon - District 11 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 3, 2025 MEETING 

 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 
a) R2025-0077: A Resolution amending Resolution No. R2024-0375, dated  

11/12/2024, which authorized Affordable Housing Loans to various 
organizations in the total amount not-to-exceed $4,550,000.00 for the 
Affordable Housing Gap Financing Program, to convert the $200,000.00 
Affordable Housing Loan for Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry to a grant; 
and declaring the necessity that this Resolution become immediately 
effective: 
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Original Organizations: 
 

1) Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry in the 

amount not-to-exceed $200,000.00 for 

construction of (4) new, affordable, energy-
efficient, permanent housing units for 

people experiencing homelessness in the 
City of Cleveland; 

 
2) 2804 Moreland, LLC in the amount not-to-

exceed $450,000.00 for rehabilitation of a 
vacant residential building, located at 2804 

Moreland Boulevard, City of Cleveland, to 

create 23 units of affordable housing; 

 
3) CHN Housing Partners in the amount not-to-

exceed $450,000.00 for the construction of 

(40) affordable housing units for low to 
moderate-income persons, with an 

emphasis on single parents seeking higher 

education; 
 

4) Cuyahoga Land Bank in the amount-to-

exceed $1,500,000.00 to provide matching 
grants for housing and rehabilitation; and 

matching grants for the construction of (2) 
(5) new homes in the City of East Cleveland; 

 

5) Emerald Development and Economic 
Network, Inc., in the amount not-to- exceed 

$450,000.00 for the redevelopment and 

rehabilitation of (1) existing building and the 
creation of new affordable housing units for 

EDEN Expansion Phase II Project; 
 

6) Emerald Development and Economic 

Network, Inc., in the amount not-to- exceed 

$450,000.00 for the redevelopment and 

rehabilitation of (2) existing building and the 

creation of (6) new, affordable rental 
housing units, located on Madison Avenue 

and Lorain Avenue in the City of Cleveland; 
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7) Northwest Neighborhoods CDC in the 

amount not-to-exceed $450,000.00 for the 

creation of (51) affordable rental housing 
units for seniors for The Karam Senior Living 

Project. 
 

b) R2025-0082: A Resolution awarding a Community Development Grant 
award in the amount not-to-exceed $300,000 to JSAACC, LLC., for the 
creation of the Africa Town Plaza Art and Cultural Center located at the 
former YMCA Cedar Branch, 7515 Cedar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 
44103; authorizing the County Executive to execute the grant 
agreement and all other documents consistent with this Resolution; and 
declaring the necessity that this Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

 
c) O2025-0001: An Ordinance amending Section 714.02(E) of the 

Cuyahoga County Code to prioritize municipal corporations and 
townships in Cuyahoga County when evaluating applications to the 
Cuyahoga County Community Development Supplemental Grant 
(“CDSG”) Program. 
 

6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

 
*Complimentary parking for the public is available in the attached garage at 900 
Prospect. A skywalk extends from the garage to provide additional entry to the 
Council Chambers from the 5th floor parking level of the garage.  Please see the Clerk 
to obtain a complimentary parking pass. 
 
**Council Chambers is equipped with a hearing assistance system.  If needed, please 
see the Clerk to obtain a receiver. 
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MINUTES 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2025 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

9:30 AM 
   
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Houser called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL  

 
Mr. Houser asked Assistant Deputy Clerk Georgakopoulos to call the roll. 
Committee members Houser, Kelly and Schleper were in attendance and a quorum 
was determined. Committee members Jones and Simon were absent.  
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There were no public comments given.  
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY 23, 2025 MEETING 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Schleper, seconded by Mr. Kelly, and approved by 
unanimous vote to approve the minutes from the January 23, 2025 meeting. 

 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 
a) R2025-0038: A Resolution authorizing an Emergency Rental Assistance 2 

Loan and Federal HOME Investment Partnership Loan to Warner and 
Swasey, LLC, or their designee, in the amount not-to-exceed 
$3,350,000.00 for construction of 140 units for mixed-use, mixed-income, 
mixed-population, historic adaptive-reuse of the former Warner and 
Swasey Manufacturing Plant, located in the City of Cleveland; authorizing 
the County Executive and/or Director of Housing and Community 
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Development to execute all documents consistent with said loan and this 
Resolution; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution become 
immediately effective. 

 
Ms. Sara Parks Jackson, Director of the Department of Housing and Community 
Development; and Mr. Geoffrey Milz, Director of Development for Pennrose, LLC, 
addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2025-0038. Discussion 
ensued.  

 
Committee members asked questions of Ms. Parks Jackson and Mr. Milz 
pertaining to the item, which they answered accordingly.  

 
On a motion by Mr. Schleper with a second by Mr. Kelly, Resolution No.  
R2025-0038 was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to 
the full Council agenda for passage under second reading suspension of the rules. 

 
b) R2025-0065: A Resolution amending Resolution No. R2022-0405, dated 

12/6/2022, which authorized Cuyahoga County Match Funding Forgivable 
loans to various organizations in the total amount not-to-exceed 
$5,000,000.00 for various projects in connection with the State of Ohio, 
Brownfield Remediation Funding Match Program for the period 
12/1/2022 – 11/30/2025, by extending the sunset date for Warner & 
Swasey to 11/30/2025; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution 
become immediately effective. 

 
Mr. Anthony Stella, Economic Development Administrator for the Department of 
Development, addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2025-0065. 
Discussion ensued.  

 
Committee members asked questions of Mr. Stella pertaining to the item, which 
he answered accordingly.  

 
On a motion by Mr. Kelly with a second by Mr. Schleper, Resolution No.  
R2025-0065 was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to 
the full Council agenda for passage under second reading suspension of the rules. 

 
c) O2025-0001: An Ordinance amending Section 714.02(E) of the Cuyahoga 

County Code to prioritize municipal corporations and townships in 
Cuyahoga County when evaluating applications to the Cuyahoga County 
Community Development Supplemental Grant (“CDSG”) Program. 
 

There was no legislative action taken on Ordinance No. O2025-0001. 
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6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

There was no miscellaneous business. 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Mr. Kelly with a second by Mr. Schleper, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:44 a.m., without objection. 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 

Resolution No. R2025-0077 

 

Sponsored by: County Executive 

Ronayne/Department of Housing 

and Community Development 

A Resolution amending Resolution No. 

R2022-0244 dated 9/13/2021, as amended 

by Resolution No. R2024-0375 which 

authorized Affordable Housing Loans to 

various organizations in the total amount 

not-to-exceed $4,550,000.00 for the 

Affordable Housing Gap Financing 

Program, to convert the $200,000.00 

Affordable Housing Loan for Lutheran 

Metropolitan Ministry (item (g) in the 

original resolution) to a grant; and 

declaring the necessity that this 

Resolution become immediately 

effective.  

 

WHEREAS, the County Executive/Department of Housing and Community 

Development recommending amending Resolution No. R2022-0244 dated 

9/13/2021, as amended by Resolution No. R2024-0375, to convert the 

$200,000.00 Affordable Housing Loan for Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry (item 

(g) in the original resolution) to a grant. 

WHEREAS, the primary goal of the loans is to support affordable housing 

projects; and 

WHEREAS, the project is funded 100% Federal HOME Investment 

Partnership funds; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

in order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby amends Resolution 

No. R2022-0244 dated 9/13/2021, as amended by Resolution No. R2024-0375 to 

convert the $200,000.00 Affordable Housing Loan for Lutheran Metropolitan 

Ministry (item (g) in the original resolution) to a grant. 

SECTION 2.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 

effective for the usual daily operation of the County and the reasons set forth in the 
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preamble. Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 

eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 

earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 

Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 

disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 

County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 

disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 

Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 

allowed by law. 

SECTION 3.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 

Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 

resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 

with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
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On a motion by __________, seconded by _________, the foregoing Resolution 

was duly adopted. 

 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
     
    CtyCnclPresSignature01 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date cpdsh1 
    CtyExecSignature01 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date cedsh1 
    ClrkCnclSignature01      
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date ccdsh1 
 
 

 

 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  February 11, 2025 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Community Development & Housing 

 

Journal ______________ 

_______________, 20__ 

 

Page 9 of 18



Page 10 of 18



Page 11 of 18



Page 12 of 18



 

 

County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 

Resolution No. R2025-0082 

 

Sponsored by: Councilmember 

Jones 

 

 

 

A Resolution awarding a Community 

Development Grant award in the amount 

not-to-exceed $300,000 to JSAACC, 

LLC., for the creation of the Africa Town 

Plaza Art and Cultural Center located at 

the former YMCA Cedar Branch, 7515 

Cedar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44103; 

authorizing the County Executive to 

execute the grant agreement and all other 

documents consistent with this 

Resolution; and declaring the necessity 

that this Resolution become immediately 

effective. 

   

WHEREAS, JSAAC, LLC. is a limited liability company that owns the 

former YMCA Cedar Branch located at 7515 Cedar Avenue., Cleveland, Ohio 

44103. The YMCA Cedar Branch was originally constructed in 1879, rebuilt in 

1942 and contains 47,800 square feet of building space.  

WHEREAS, JSAACC, LLC. desires to renovate the former YMCA Cedar 

Branch and create the Africa Town Plaza Art and Cultural Center by creating a 

mixed-use space of affordable housing, commercial space and a mixed-use cultural 

center. 

WHEREAS, the total cost of the project is $8,925,662; and 

WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide a Community 

Development Fund Grant in the amount of $300,000 to JSAAC, LLC; and  

WHEREAS, the project goal is to provide rehabilitation of a building in an 

underserved community by creating a multi-cultural center, 20 affordable housing 

units and 40 construction and permanent jobs; and 

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Community Development Fund is funded 

by the gross casino revenues distributed to Cuyahoga County; and 

WHEREAS, the Community Development Fund has available proceeds to 

fund projects that better Cuyahoga County, and Council has determined the Project 

is an appropriate use of the County’s Community Development Fund resources; 

and 
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WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines 

that it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that 

critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

SECTION 1. The Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a Community 

Development Grant in the amount not-to-exceed $300,000to JSAAC, LLC., 

funded from the Community Development Fund for the renovation of the YMCA 

Cedar Branch located at 7515 Cedar Avenue., Cleveland, Ohio 44103. 

SECTION 2.  The grant funds shall only be distributed to JSAAC, LLC., upon 

receipt of all other funding sources necessary to complete the renovation of the 

YMCA Cedar Branch located at 7515 Cedar Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44103, as 

determined by the Cuyahoga County Director of Development.  

SECTION 3. That the County Executive and/or the Director of Development is 

authorized to execute a grant agreement and all documents consistent with said 

grant and this Resolution. 

SECTION 4. If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this award, 

the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to submit the 

requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize this appropriation.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General 

or Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any 

part of this award.  

SECTION 6. To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the County 

Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the adoption of 

this Resolution. 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 

effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 

peace, health, or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 

preamble.  Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 

eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 

earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 

Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 

disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 

County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 

disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 

Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 

allowed by law. 

SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
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Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 

resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 

with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

On a motion by  seconded by , the foregoing Resolution was duly adopted. 

 
Yeas:  
 
Nays: 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date 
           
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  

 

 

First Reading/Referred to Committee: February 25, 2025 
Committee(s) Assigned: Community Development & Housing 
 
Journal  
_______________ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 

Ordinance No. O2025-0001 

 
Sponsored by:  Councilmember 

Simon 

 

 

An Ordinance amending Section 
714.02(E) of the Cuyahoga County Code to 
prioritize municipal corporations and 
townships in Cuyahoga County when 
evaluating applications to the Cuyahoga 
County Community Development 
Supplemental Grant (“CDSG”) Program.  

   
WHEREAS, Chapter 714.02 of the Cuyahoga County Code establishes the 

County Community Development Supplemental Grant (“CDSG”) Program and sets 

the Community Development Fund as the Program funding source; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Development Supplemental Grant Program has 

been subject to a high demand and has received widespread interest and praise from 

the County’s municipal corporations and townships; and  

 

WHEREAS, Council desires to clarify and update the evaluation criteria for 

the Community Development Supplemental Grant Program in order to prioritize 

municipal corporations and townships. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  714.02(E) of the Cuyahoga County Code is hereby amended to 

read as follows (additions are underlined, deletions are stricken): 

 

Section 714.02 County Community Development Supplemental Grant Program 

 

(Paragraphs A-D remain in their entirety) 

 

**** 

 

E. Evaluation Criteria 

1. The Department shall issue written requirements for each year’s 

application format, contents, and required attachments; and all documents 
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required by the Department must be contained within the application or 

attached. 

 

2. The Department shall establish and notify local communities of each 

year’s application deadline and other requirements regarding the application 

deadline. All applications must be received by the deadline as set by the 

Department. 

 

3. The Department shall evaluate applications based upon factors including, 

but not limited to, the following: 

a. That the application meets the eligibility requirements specified in 

paragraph (D) of this section. 

b. That the project specified in the application may complement or 

otherwise enhance other projects supported through other funding 

sources. 

 

4. Each Community Development Supplemental Grant award shall not 

exceed $50,000.00. 

 

5. The Department shall prioritize applications received from municipal 

corporations and townships within Cuyahoga County in conducting its 

evaluation and making its recommendation to Council. 

 

 

SECTION 2.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of the 

Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 

resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with 

all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

 

On a motion by ___________, seconded by ____________, the foregoing Ordinance 

was duly enacted. 

 

Yeas:  

 

Nays:  
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    _________________________ __________ 

    County Council President  Date 

 

 

    _______________________  __________ 

    County Executive   Date 

     

       

    _________________________ __________ 

    Clerk of Council    Date 

 

 

 

First Reading/Referred to Committee:  January 14, 2025 

Committee(s) Assigned: Community Development 

 

Journal ________________ 

______________, 20__ 
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