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AGENDA 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONDAY, JULY 22, 2024 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

3:00 PM 
 

 Committee Members: 
 Jack Schron, Chair – District 6  
 Patrick Kelly, Vice Chair – District 1 
 Sunny M. Simon - District 11  
 Cheryl L. Stephens - District 10 
 Michael P. Byrne – District 4 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JULY 8, 2024 MEETING 
 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 
a) R2024-0285:  A Resolution authorizing an amendment to Contract No. 4663, a 

Development Loan in the amount not-to-exceed $10,000,000.00 to Playhouse 
Square Foundation for the benefit of The Lumen at Playhouse Square Project to 
extend the due date of the loan from September 13, 2024 to September 13, 
2025 upon payment of $5,000,000.00 in principal plus accrued and unpaid 
interest; authorizing the County Executive and/or Director of Development to 
execute all documents consistent with said loan and this Resolution; and 
declaring the necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective. 
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b) R2024-0286:  A Resolution authorizing an Economic Development Loan in an 
amount not-to-exceed $2,000,000.00 to PPT Real Estate Holding LLC, or its 
approved designee, for the relocation, expansion and renovation of Park Place 
Technologies Campus, located at 747 and 755 Alpha Drive, Highland Heights; 
authorizing the County Executive and/or the Director of Development to execute 
all documents consistent with said loan and this Resolution; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective. 

 
c) R2024-0287:  A Resolution making awards on RQ13103 to various providers in 

the total amount not-to-exceed $3,425,000.00 for design and administration of a 
Small Business Program with a focus on minority and women-owned businesses, 
effective upon contract signature of all parties, through 6/30/2026; authorizing 
the County Executive to execute the contracts and all other documents 
consistent with said awards and this Resolution; and declaring the necessity that 
this Resolution become immediately effective: 

 
1) Contract No. 4626 with Grow America in the amount not-

to-exceed $791,666.00. 
 
2) Contract No. 4627 with Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for 

Economic Development in the amount not-to-exceed 
$650,000.00. 

 
3) Contract No. 4629 with Economic & Community 

Development Institute in the amount not-to-exceed 
$983,334.00. 

 
4) Contract No. 4633 with JumpStart, Inc. in the amount not-

to-exceed $330,000.00. 
 
5) Contract No. 4634 with UBIZ Venture Capital in the 

amount not-to-exceed $350,000.00. 
 
6) Contract No. 4635 with Village Capital Corporation in the 

amount not-to-exceed $320,000.00. 
 
 

6.  MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
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*Complimentary parking for the public is available in the attached garage at 900 Prospect. A 
skywalk extends from the garage to provide additional entry to the Council Chambers from 
the 5th floor parking level of the garage.  Please see the Clerk to obtain a complimentary 
parking pass. 
 
**Council Chambers is equipped with a hearing assistance system.  If needed, please see the 
Clerk to obtain a receiver. 

 

Page 3 of 59



 

Page 1 of 3 

 

 
 

MINUTES 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
MONDAY, JULY 8, 2024 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

3:00 PM 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Schron called the meeting to order at 3:06 p.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
In accordance with Rule 12F of the County Council Rules, Council President Jones 
appointed Councilmember Miller as a Member Pro Tem of the Economic Development & 
Planning Committee.  
 
Mr. Schron asked Assistant Deputy Clerk Georgakopoulos to call the roll. Committee 
members Schron and Kelly and Committee Member Pro Tem Miller were in attendance 
and a quorum was determined. Committee members Simon, Stephens and Byrne were 
absent. Council President Jones was also in attendance.   
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Loh addressed the committee members regarding funding of various County initiatives.  
 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 10, 2024 MEETING 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Kelly, seconded by Mr. Jones and approved by unanimous 
vote to approve the minutes from the June 10, 2024 meeting.  
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5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 

a) R2024-0254:  A Resolution amending Resolution No. R2023-0349 dated 
12/5/2023, as amended by Resolution Nos. R2016-0218, R2018-0067, R2020-
0061, R2022-0049 and  R2023-0020, which authorized funding in the amount of 
$2,500,000.00 to Variety Properties LLC for the benefit of a project located at 
11801 - 11825 Lorain Avenue in the City of Cleveland, by extending the 
Resolution sunset provision from May 31, 2024, to November 30, 2024; 
converting the funding from a grant to a partially or fully forgivable loan; 
requiring review and approval of terms by the Cuyahoga County Community 
Improvement Corporation; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution 
become immediately effective. 

 
Mr. Paul Herdeg, Director of the Department of Development; Ms. Melissa Ferchill 
Swingos, President and Mr. Steve Luca, Vice President of Real Estate Development & 
Acquisitions for the MCM Company Inc.; and Ms. Kelly Flamos, Owner/Developer of the 
Variety Theatre Complex, addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2024-
0254.  Discussion ensued. 

 
Committee members asked questions of Mr. Herdeg, Ms. Ferchill Swingos, Mr. Luca and 
Ms. Flamos pertaining to the item, which they answered accordingly. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Miller with a second by Mr. Kelly, Resolution No. R2024-0254 was 
considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full Council agenda for 
second reading.  

 
b) R2024-0264:  A Resolution adopting the 2024 Economic Development Plan in 

accordance with Section 7.05 of the Cuyahoga County Charter and Section 
801.01 of the Cuyahoga County Code; and declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately effective. 
 

Mr. Herdeg addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2024-0264.  Discussion 
ensued. 

 
Committee members asked questions of Mr. Herdeg pertaining to the item, which he 
answered accordingly. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Schron with a second by Mr. Miller, Resolution No. R2024-0264 was 
considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full Council agenda for 
second reading.  

 
6.  MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
There was no miscellaneous business. 
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7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, Chairman Schron adjourned the meeting at 4:15 p.m., 
without objection. 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 

Resolution No. R2024-0285 

 

Sponsored by:  County Executive 

Ronayne/Department of 

Development 

 

 

A Resolution authorizing an amendment to 

Contract No. 4663, a Development Loan in 

the amount not-to-exceed $10,000,000.00 to 

Playhouse Square Foundation for the benefit 

of The Lumen at Playhouse Square Project to 

extend the due date of the loan from 

September 13, 2024 to September 13, 2025 

upon payment of $5,000,000.00 in principal 

plus accrued and unpaid interest; authorizing 

the County Executive and/or Director of 

Development to execute all documents 

consistent with said loan and this Resolution; 

and declaring the necessity that this 

Resolution become immediately effective. 

WHEREAS, the County Executive/Department of Development entered into Contract 

No. 4663, a Development Loan in the amount not-to-exceed $10,000,000.00 to Playhouse 

Square Foundation (“Foundation”) for the benefit of The Lumen at Playhouse Square 

Project, as authorized by Resolution R2018-0185, passed November 13, 2018 (“Loan”); 

and 

WHEREAS, the primary goal of the Loan, development of a new 34-story residential 

tower, consisting of 318 residential apartments and a 530-car parking garage with retail, in 

the Playhouse Square neighborhood at 1600 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, in Council 

District 7 (“Project”), has been fully satisfied; and 

WHEREAS, the County and the Foundation now desire to amend the Loan to extend 

the due date of the Loan from September 13, 2024 to September 13, 2025 upon payment 

of $5,000,000.00 in principal, plus any accrued and unpaid interest on the Loan, on or 

before September 30, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order 

that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 
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SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby authorizes an amendment to 

Contract No. 4663, a Development Loan to Playhouse Square Foundation in the amount 

not-to-exceed $10,000,000.00 for the benefit of The Lumen at Playhouse Square Project, 

to extend the due date of said Loan from September 13, 2024 to September 13, 2025 upon 

payment of $5,000,000.00 in principal, plus any accrued and unpaid interest on the Loan, 

on or before September 30, 2024. 

SECTION 2.  That the County Executive and/or the Director of Development is and 

each are authorized to execute all documents consistent with said loan and this Resolution.  

SECTION 3.  That this Resolution shall sunset twelve (12) months after County 

Council approval should the authorized action have not occurred by that date.  In the event 

this Resolution sunsets prior to the authorized action taking place, the Director of 

Development shall notify the Clerk of Council in writing.  The Clerk of Council shall 

record the sunsetting of this Resolution in the Council’s journal. 

SECTION 4.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective for 

the usual daily operation of the County and the reasons set forth in the preamble. Provided 

that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least eight members of Council, it 

shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the earliest occurrence of any of the 

following: (1) its approval by the County Executive through signature, (2) the expiration 

of the time during which it may be disapproved by the County Executive under Section 

3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of 

Council after disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 

Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by 

law. 

SECTION 5.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 

Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 

resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all 

legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

On a motion by __________________, seconded by ______________, the foregoing 

Resolution was duly adopted. 

 

Yeas:  

Nays:    
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     _________________________ __________ 
     County Council President  Date 
 
 
     _________________________ __________ 
     County Executive   Date 
          
     _________________________ __________ 
     Clerk of Council    Date  

 

First Reading/Referred to Committee:  July 16, 2024 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Economic Development & Planning 
 

 

Journal _______ 

      ______________, 20_____ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 
 

Resolution No. R2024-0286 

 
Sponsored by:  County Executive 

Ronayne/Department of 

Development 

A Resolution authorizing an Economic 
Development Loan in an amount not-to-
exceed $2,000,000.00 to PPT Real Estate 
Holding LLC, or its approved designee, for 
the relocation expansion and renovation of 
Park Place Technologies campus, located at 
747 and 755 Alpha Drive, Highland 
Heights; authorizing the County Executive 
and/or the Director of Development to 
execute all documents consistent with said 
loan and this Resolution; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolution become 
immediately effective. 

   

WHEREAS, the County Executive/Department of Development recommends 
an Economic Development Loan in an amount not-to-exceed $2,000,000.00 to PPT 
Real Estate Holding LLC, or its approved designee, for the relocation expansion and 
renovation of Park Place Technologies campus, located at 747 and 755 Alpha Drive, 
Highland Heights; and 

WHEREAS, the primary goal of this loan is assists in funding project costs to 
relocate and consolidate their headquarters in Mayfield Heights, Ohio and their 
distribution in Solon, Ohio; and 

WHEREAS, this project is anticipated to create 60 new jobs; and  

WHEREAS, the total cost of the project is approximately $43,200,000.00 of 
which the County will loan $2,000,000.00 with a term of 10 years principal and 
interest based on a 15-year amortization at 5.5% interest; and 

WHEREAS, the project is funded by 100% Economic Development Fund; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
in order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby authorizes an 
Economic Development Loan in an amount not-to-exceed $2,000,000.00 to PPT 
Real Estate Holding LLC, or its approved designee for the relocation expansion and 
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renovation of Park Place Technologies campus, located at 747 and 755 Alpha Drive, 
Highland Heights. 

SECTION 2.  That the County Executive and/or the Director of Development 
is authorized to execute all documents consistent with said loan and this Resolution. 
To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the County Code and 
contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the adoption of this 
Resolution. 

SECTION 3.  That this Resolution shall sunset twelve (12) months after County 
Council approval should the authorized action have not occurred by that date.  In 
the event this Resolution sunsets prior to the authorized action taking place, the 
Director of Development shall notify the Clerk of Council in writing.  The Clerk of 
Council shall record the sunsetting of this Resolution in the Council’s journal. 

 
SECTION 4.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

for the usual daily operation of the County and the reasons set forth in the preamble. 
Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least eight members 
of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the earliest 
occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County Executive through 
signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be disapproved by the 
County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga County Charter, or (3) its 
passage by at least eight members of Council after disapproval pursuant to Section 
3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in 
force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 5.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 
On a motion by __________, seconded by _________, the foregoing Resolution 
was duly adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
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    _________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date 
           
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  
 
 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  July 16, 2024 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Economic Development & Planning 

 

 
Journal _______________ 
_______________, 20___ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 

Resolution No. R2024-0287 

 

Sponsored by:  County Executive 

Ronayne/Department of 

Development 

A Resolution making awards on RQ13103 

with various providers in the total amount 

not-to-exceed $3,425,000.00 for design and 

administration of a Small Business Program 

with a focus on minority and women-owned 

businesses, effective upon contract 

signature of all parties, until 6/30/2026; 

authorizing the County Executive to execute 

the contracts and all other documents 

consistent with said awards and this 

Resolution and declaring the necessity that 

this Resolution become immediately 

effective. 

   

WHEREAS, the County Executive/Department of Development recommends 

making awards on RQ13103 with various providers in the total amount not-to-

exceed $3,425,000.00 for design and administration of a Small Business Program 

with a focus on minority and women-owned businesses, effective upon contract 

signature of all parties, until 6/30/2026 as follows: 

a) Contract No. 4626 with Grow America in an anticipated amount of 
$791,666.00 
 

b) Contract No. 4627 with Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for Economic 
Development in anticipated amount of $650,000.00 

 

c)  Contract No. 4629 with Economic & Community Development Institute in 
an anticipated amount of $983,334.00 
 

d) Contract No. 4633 with Jump Start, Inc. in an anticipated amount of 
$330,000.00 

 

e) Contract No. 4634 with UBIZ Venture Capital in an anticipated amount of 
$350,000.00 
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f) Contract No. 4635 with Village Capital Corporation in an anticipated 
amount of $320,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, the primary goals of this project are (a) provide capital and 

overall technical assistance to advance equity and opportunity for small minority-

owned and women-owned businesses and entrepreneurs in Cuyahoga County, (b) 

operate lending services to these businesses in the form of small business capital 

loans, (c) operate comprehensive technical assistance services to these businesses 

to include application assistance, processing, underwriting qualification, loan 

servicing and post-loan support and operate a Capital for Construction Program 

which incorporates construction industry-specific training, access to markets, 

procurement/bid opportunities and access to capital for these contracting 

businesses; and 

WHEREAS, this project is funded 100% Economic Development Fund; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

in order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby makes awards on 

RQ13103 with various providers in the total amount not-to-exceed $3,425,000.00 

for design and administration of a Small Business Program with a focus on 

minority and women-owned businesses, effective upon contract signature of all 

parties, until 6/30/2026 as follows: 

a) Contract No. 4626 with Grow America in an anticipated amount of 
$791,666.00 
 

b) Contract No. 4627 with Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for Economic 
Development in an anticipated amount of $650,000.00 

 

c)  Contract No. 4629 with Economic & Community Development Institute in 
an anticipated amount of $983,334.00 
 

d) Contract No. 4633 with Jump Start, Inc. in an anticipated amount of 
$330,000.00 

 

e) Contract No. 4634 with UBIZ Venture Capital in an anticipated amount of 
$350,000.00 

 

f) Contract No. 4635 with Village Capital Corporation in an anticipated 
amount of $320,000.00; and 
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SECTION 2.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute the contracts 

and all documents consistent with said awards and this Resolution.  

SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 

effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 

peace, health, and safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 

preamble. Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 

eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 

earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 

Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 

disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 

County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 

disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 

Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 

allowed by law. 

SECTION 4.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 

Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 

resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 

with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 

On a motion by __________, seconded by _________, the foregoing Resolution 

was duly adopted. 

 
Yeas:  
 
Nays:  
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date 
 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date 
           
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date  
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First Reading/Referred to Committee:  July 16, 2024 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Economic Development & Planning 
 

 

Journal ______________ 

_______________, 20__ 
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