
 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY COUNCIL  
EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY 
COMMITTEE 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
4th FLOOR 
 
MEETING AGENDA 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2026 — 3:00 P.M. 

Committee Members  
Sunny M. Simon, Chair | Dist. 11 

Robert E. Schleper, Jr., Vice Chair | Dist. 6                
Michael J. Houser, Sr. | Dist. 10               

Pernel Jones, Jr. | Dist. 8    
Dale Miller | Dist. 2 

  

           

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. ROLL CALL  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 4, 2026 MEETING 
 

5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 

a) R2026-0077: A Resolu�on authorizing an amendment to Contract No. 3437 (�a Contract No. 
2840) with Maximus Human Services, Inc. for the Ohio Works First Program for the period 
1/1/2023 – 6/30/2026, to amend budget terms, and for addi�onal funds in the amount not-
to-exceed $1,700,000.00, effec�ve 1/1/2026; authorizing the County Execu�ve to execute the 
amendment and all other documents consistent with this Resolu�on; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolu�on become immediately effec�ve. 
 

b) R2026-0078: A Resolu�on authorizing an amendment to Contract No. 3438 (�a Contract No. 
2841) with The Centers for Families and Children for the Ohio Works First Program for the 
period 1/1/2023 - 6/30/2026, to amend budget terms, and for addi�onal funds in the amount 
not to exceed $1,800,000.00, effec�ve 1/1/2026; authorizing the County Execu�ve to execute 
the amendment and all other documents consistent with this Resolu�on; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolu�on become immediately effec�ve. 

 
6. PRESENTATION 

 
a) Update from College Now Greater Cleveland 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
* Complimentary parking for the public is available in the attached garage at 900 Prospect. A skywalk 
extends from the garage to provide additional entry to the Council Chambers from the 5th floor parking 
level of the garage. Download the Metropolis smartphone app and create an account to have parking 
validated at meetings.  
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Please scan the QR code posted in Council Chambers to input your license plate information for parking to 
be validated by Metropolis, a non-County entity. You will be responsible for the cost of parking if you are 
unable to utilize this online parking service. 

**Council Chambers is equipped with a hearing assistance system. If needed, please see the Clerk to obtain 
a receiver. 
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY COUNCIL  
EDUCATION, ENVIRONMENT & SUSTAINABILITY 
COMMITTEE 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
4th FLOOR 
 
MEETING MINUTES 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026 — 3:00 P.M. 

Committee Members  
Sunny M. Simon, Chair | Dist. 11 

Robert E. Schleper, Jr., Vice Chair | Dist. 6                
Michael J. Houser, Sr. | Dist. 10               

Pernel Jones, Jr. | Dist. 8    
Dale Miller | Dist. 2 

  

           

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chairwoman Simon called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL  
 

Ms. Simon asked Clerk Richardson to call the roll.  Committee members Simon, Schleper, Houser, and 
Miller were in attendance and a quorum was determined.  Committee member Jones was absent from 
the meeting. Councilmember Conwell was also in attendance. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
There were no public comments given. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY 21, 2026 MEETING 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Schleper, seconded by Ms. Simon and approved by unanimous vote to 
approve the minutes from the January 21, 2026 meeting. 

 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 
a) None 

 
6. PRESENTATION 

 
a) Early Matters NEO - Making Northeast Ohio a Top Place for Working Families 

 
Ms. Michelle Rose, Chief Executive Officer of Greater Cleveland Works; Ms. Kara Porter, Chief Impact 
Officer for Starting Point and Ms. Shawna Rohrman, Director, Office of Early Childhood and Invest in 
Children, addressed the Committee and shared their vision on how Northeast Ohio can become a top 
place for working families, and how County Council can be supportive. Ms. Rose, Ms. Porter and Ms. 
Rohrman provided an overview of Early Matters Northeast Ohio; Why childcare matters; Childcare 
challenges; Strengths and assets to build from; Cuyahoga County childcare investments and Ohio 
business partnerships. Discussion ensued. 
 
Ms. Debbie Berry, Chief of Integrated Development for Cuyahoga County, addressed the Committee and 
said that at the request of Councilmember Houser, she is working on a Community Benefits Agreement 
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and legislation, as it relates to loans that may be given out to people by the County to ensure they are 
giving back to Cuyahoga County. Discussion ensued. 
 
Committee members asked questions of Ms. Rose; Ms. Porter, Ms. Rohrman and Ms. Berry pertaining to 
the presentation, which they answered accordingly. 
 
7. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 
There was no miscellaneous business. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, Chairwoman Simon adjourned the meeting at 3:35 p.m., without 
objection. 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2026-0077 

 
Sponsored by: County Executive 

Ronayne/Department of Health 

and Human Services/Cuyahoga 

Job and Family Services 

 

A Resolution authorizing an amendment 
to Contract No. 3437 (fka Contract No. 
2840) with Maximus Human Services, 
Inc. for the Ohio Works First Program for 
the period 1/1/2023 – 6/30/2026, to amend 
budget terms, and for additional funds in 
the amount not-to-exceed $1,700,000.00, 
effective 1/1/2026; authorizing the 
County Executive to execute the 
amendment and all other documents 
consistent with this Resolution; and 
declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

   
WHEREAS, the County Executive/Department of Health and Human 

Services/ Cuyahoga Job and Family Services recommends an amendment to 
Contract No. 3437 (fka Contract No. 2840) with Maximus Human Services, Inc. 
for the Ohio Works First Program for the period 1/1/2023 – 6/30/2026, to amend 
budget terms, and for additional funds in the amount not-to-exceed $1,700,000.00, 
effective 1/1/2026; and 

 
WHEREAS, the primary goals of this project are to maintain and employ a 

current knowledge of effective case management, workforce development 
services, career pathways, work readiness practices and local labor market 
conditions; and 

 
WHEREAS, this project is funded 100% from Temporary Assistance for 

Needy Families (TANF); and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

in order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue; and 
   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby authorizes an 
amendment to Contract No. 3437 (fka Contract No. 2840) with Maximus Human 
Services, Inc. for the Ohio Works First Program for the period 1/1/2023 – 
6/30/2026, to amend budget terms, and for additional funds in the amount not-to-
exceed $1,700,000.00, effective 1/1/2026. 
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SECTION 2.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute the 

amendment and all other documents consistent with this Resolution. To the extent 
that any exemptions are necessary under the County Code and contracting 
procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the adoption of this Resolution. 

 
SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 

effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble. Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 4.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by _____, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays: 
     
    CtyCnclPresSignature01 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date cpdsh1 
    CtyExecSignature01 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date cedsh1 
    ClrkCnclSignature01      
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date ccdsh1 
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First Reading/Referred to Committee:  March 10, 2026 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Education, Environment & Sustainability 
 
 
Journal__________________ 

        __________________, 20___ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2026-0078 

 
Sponsored by: County Executive 

Ronayne/Department of Health 

and Human Services/Cuyahoga 

Job and Family Services 

 

A Resolution authorizing an amendment 
to Contract No. 3438 (fka Contract No. 
2841) with The Centers for Families and 
Children for the Ohio Works First 
Program for the period 1/1/2023 - 
6/30/2026, to amend budget terms, and for 
additional funds in the amount not to 
exceed $1,800,000.00, effective 1/1/2026; 
authorizing the County Executive to 
execute the amendment and all other 
documents consistent with this 
Resolution; and declaring the necessity 
that this Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

   
WHEREAS, the County Executive/Department of Health and Human 

Services/ Cuyahoga Job and Family Services recommends an amendment to 
Contract No. 3438 (fka Contract No. 2841) with The Centers for Families and 
Children for the Ohio Works First Program for the period 1/1/2023 - 6/30/2026, to 
amend budget terms, and for additional funds in the amount not to exceed 
$1,800,000.00, effective 1/1/2026; and 

 
WHEREAS, the primary goals of this project are to maintain and employ a 

current knowledge of effective case management, workforce development 
services, career pathways, work readiness practices and local labor market 
conditions; and 

 
WHEREAS, this project is funded 100% from Temporary Assistance for 

Needy Families (TANF); and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

in order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue; and 
   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby authorizes an 
amendment to Contract No. 3438 (fka Contract No. 2841) with The Centers for 
Families and Children for the Ohio Works First Program for the period 1/1/2023 - 
6/30/2026, to amend budget terms, and for additional funds in the amount not to 
exceed $1,800,000.00, effective 1/1/2026. 
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SECTION 2.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute the 

amendment and all other documents consistent with this Resolution. To the extent 
that any exemptions are necessary under the County Code and contracting 
procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the adoption of this Resolution. 

 
SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 

effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble. Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 4.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by _____, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays: 
     
    CtyCnclPresSignature01 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date cpdsh1 
    CtyExecSignature01 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date cedsh1 
    ClrkCnclSignature01      
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date ccdsh1 
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First Reading/Referred to Committee:  March 10, 2026 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Education, Environment & Sustainability 
 
 
Journal__________________ 

        __________________, 20___ 
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