
 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY COUNCIL  

PUBLIC SAFETY & JUSTICE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 

4th FLOOR 

 

MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2025 — 1:00 P.M. 

Committee Members  

Michael J. Gallagher, Chair |  Dist.  5 

Patrick Kelly, Vice Chair |  Dist.  1       

Yvonne M. Conwell |  Dist.  7              

Sunny M. Simon | Dist. 11    

Meredith M. Turner |  Dist.  9 

  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

 

2. ROLL CALL  

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

a) JUNE 3, 2025 MEETING 

 

b) JUNE 17, 2025 MEETING 

 

5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 

a) R2025-0240: A Resolu!on authorizing the County Execu!ve to enter into agreements with 

various municipali!es in the total amount not-to-exceed $1,000,000.00, for reimbursement of 

costs associated with assigned counsel representa!on to indigent persons charged with 

viola!ons of the Ordinances of the municipal corpora!ons for a period of one year; and 

declaring the necessity that this Resolu!on become immediately effec!ve. 

 

b) R2025-0241: A Resolu!on authorizing a contract with The Centers for Families and Children in 

the amount not-to-exceed $7,000,000.00 for capital funding towards the construc!on of a new 

Comprehensive Behavioral Healthcare Center with priority for the development of a 

detoxifica!on unit, effec!ve upon signatures of all par!es through 12/31/2026; authorizing the 

County Execu!ve to execute Contract No. 5477 and all other documents consistent with said 

award and this Resolu!on; and declaring the necessity that this Resolu!on become immediately 

effec!ve. 

 

6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
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* Complimentary parking for the public is available in the a�ached garage at 900 Prospect. A skywalk 

extends from the garage to provide addi!onal entry to the Council Chambers from the 5th floor parking 

level of the garage. Download the Metropolis smartphone app and create an account to have parking 

validated at mee!ngs. Please scan the QR code posted in Council Chambers to input your license plate 

informa!on for parking to be validated by Metropolis, a non-County en!ty. You will be responsible for the 

cost of parking if you are unable to u!lize this online parking service.  

**Council Chambers is equipped with a hearing assistance system. If needed, please see the Clerk to obtain 

a receiver. 
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MINUTES 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY & JUSTICE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2025 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
C. ELLEN CONNALLY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 4TH FLOOR 

1:00 PM 
 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Gallagher adjourned the meeting at 1:01 p.m. 

 
2. ROLL CALL  
 
Mr. Gallagher asked Deputy Clerk Carter to call the roll.  Committee members 
Gallagher, Kelly, Conwell and Turner were in attendance and a quorum was 
determined.  Committee member Simon joined the meeting after the roll call was 
taken.  Councilmembers Schleper and Miller were also in attendance. 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
There were no public comments given. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE APRIL 29, 2025 MEETING 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Turner, seconded by Mr. Kelly and approved by 
unanimous vote to approve the minutes from the April 29, 2025 meeting. 

 
5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

 
a) R2025-0204: A Resolution making an award on RQ12996 to Journal 

Technologies, Inc. in the amount not-to-exceed $7,737,770.00 for a case 
management system for daily court operations, software license, 
maintenance and support effective upon signature of all parties for the 
period of five years from the go-live date; authorizing the County 
Executive to execute Contract No. 5382 and all other documents 
consistent with said award and this Resolution; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective. 

Page 3 of 18



   
 

Ms. Melisa McDaniel, Director of Information Services for Juvenile Court; and Ms.  
Je’Nine Nickerson, Deputy Court Administrator/Chief Legal Counsel for Juvenile 
Court, addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2025-0204.  Discussion 
ensued.  
 
Committee members and Councilmembers asked questions of Ms. McDaniel and 
Ms. Nickerson pertaining to the item, which they answered accordingly. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Kelly with a second by Ms. Simon, Resolution No. R2025-0204 
was considered and approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full Council 
agenda with a recommendation for passage under second reading suspension of 
the rules. 

 
6. DISCUSSION 

 
a) Update regarding new Cuyahoga County jail 
 

Mr. Jeffrey Appelbaum, Managing Director of Project Management Consultants, 
LLC; Mr. Ellis Katz, Director of Owners Representative Services for Project 
Management Consultants, LLC; Ms. Nichole English, Planning and Program 
Administrator; Ms. Laura Domanski Diaz, Justice and Health Equity Officer; Mr. 
Aaron Reese, Chief Deputy Sheriff and Mr. Phillip Christopher, Associate Warden, 
provided the Committee with an overview of the project including the process, 
schematic design, schedule, furnishings, costs, diversion programs, housing and jail 
population.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Committee members and Councilmembers asked questions of Mr. Appelbaum, 
Mr. Katz, Ms. English, Ms. Domanski Diaz, Mr. Reese and Mr. Christopher 
pertaining to the item, which they answered accordingly. 

 
7. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
There was no miscellaneous business. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, Chairman Gallagher adjourned the meeting at 
3:02 p.m., without objection. 
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY COUNCIL  
PUBLIC SAFETY & JUSTICE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
4th FLOOR 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, JUNE 17, 2025 — 1:00 P.M. 

Committee Members  
Michael J. Gallagher, Chair |  Dist.  5 

Patrick Kelly, Vice Chair |  Dist.  1                
Yvonne M. Conwell |  Dist.  7               

Sunny M. Simon | Dist. 11    
Meredith M. Turner |  Dist.  9 

  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Gallagher called the meeting to order at 1:14 p.m. 
 

2. ROLL CALL  
 
Mr. Gallagher asked Deputy Clerk Carter to call the roll.  Committee members Gallagher and Turner were 
in attendance and a quorum was not determined.  Committee members Kelly and Conwell were absent.  
Committee member Simon was in attendance after the roll call was taken, and a quorum was then 
determined.  Councilmember Schleper was also in attendance. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
The following individuals addressed the Committee on behalf of the Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) for Children: 
 

a) Mr. Peter Haas 
 

b) Dr. Debbie London 
 

c) Ms. Tina Kvivinen 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 3, 2025 MEETING 
 
[Clerk’s Note:  Mr. Gallagher postponed the approval of the June 3, 2025 meeting minutes.] 

 

5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 

a) None  
 

There were no matters referred to Committee. 
 

6. PRESENTATION 
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a) Final Report and Recommendations from Juvenile Court Advisory Subcommittee 
 

 
Mr. Gallagher gave brief remarks regarding the formation of the Subcommittee. 
 
The Honorable Ronald Adrine, retired Administrative Judge of Cleveland Municipal Court and Chair of 
the Juvenile Court Advisory Subcommittee, thanked Council and staff for supporting the Subcommittee 
as well as expressed gratitude for serving.  Judge Adrine then provided an overview of the Subcommittee 
and described the findings, recommendations and data used in constructing the report.  Discussion 
ensued. 
 
Committee members and Councilmembers asked questions of Judge Adrine pertaining to the item, 
which he answered accordingly. 
 
Mr. Gallagher presented the Subcommittee members with a proclamation and thanked them for their 
service. 

 
7. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
There was no miscellaneous business. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT  
 
With no further business to discuss, Chairman Gallagher adjourned the meeting at 1:43 p.m., without 
objection. 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2025-0240 

 
Sponsored by: County Executive 

Ronayne/Fiscal Officer 

 

 

A Resolution authorizing the County 
Executive to enter into agreements with 
the various municipalities within the 
County in a total amount not to exceed 
$1,000,000.00, whereby the County will 
pay the costs associated with counsel 
assigned to represent indigent persons 
charged with violations of the ordinances 
of the municipal corporation for a period 
of one calendar year; and declaring the 
necessity that this Resolution become 
immediately effective. 

 

   
WHEREAS, by Resolution R2022-0173, adopted July 5, 2022, and in 

accordance with Ohio Revised Code (“ORC”) Section 120.33(A)(3), this Council 
approved a revised Assigned Counsel Fee Schedule for the Cuyahoga County 
Court of Common Pleas; and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with ORC Section 120.33(A)(4), the County is 

only required to pay the costs for counsel assigned to represent indigent persons 
charged with violations of the ordinances of the municipal corporation if the 
County has contracted with the municipality to pay those costs; and 

 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Ohio Administrative Code Section 120-1-09 

and ORC section 120.33(A), the County will be reimbursed for the costs of 
counsel assigned to represent indigent persons charged with violations of the 
ordinances of the municipal corporation by the Office of the Ohio Public Defender 
(“OPD”) only if the County has contracted with the municipality to pay those costs 
and the OPD has approved the form of the contract; and 

 
WHEREAS, entering into contracts with the various municipalities of the 

County as described herein will result in funds from the OPD being utilized to pay 
the costs of counsel assigned to represent indigent persons charged with violations 
of the ordinances of the municipal corporations within the County in lieu of those 
costs being borne by the municipalities; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

for the usual daily operation of the County. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby authorizes the 
County Executive, or the Executive’s Designee, to enter into agreements with the 
various municipalities in the County in a total amount not to exceed 
$1,000,000.00, whereby the County will pay the costs associated with counsel 
assigned to represent indigent persons charged with violations of the ordinances of 
the municipal corporation for a period of one calendar year. 

 
SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate the 

agreements, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation. 

 
SECTION 3. To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the 

County Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the 
adoption of this Resolution. 

 
SECTION 4.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 

effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble. Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 5.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 

  

Page 8 of 18



 

 

On a motion by ________, seconded by _____, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays: 
     
    CtyCnclPresSignature01 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date cpdsh1 
    CtyExecSignature01 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date cedsh1 
    ClrkCnclSignature01      
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date ccdsh1 
 
 
 
First Reading/Referred to Committee:  July 8, 2025 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Public Safety & Justice Affairs 
 
Journal__________________ 

        __________________, 20___ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2025-0241 

 
Sponsored by: County Executive 

Ronayne/Department Public 

Safety and Justice Services 

 

A Resolution authorizing a contract with 
The Centers for Families and Children in 
the amount not-to-exceed $7,000,000.00 
for capital funding towards the 
construction of a new Comprehensive 
Behavioral Healthcare Center with 
priority for the development of a 
detoxification unit, effective upon 
signatures of all parties through 
12/31/2026; authorizing the County 
Executive to execute Contract No. 5477 
and all other documents consistent with 
said award and this Resolution; and 
declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

   
WHEREAS, the County Executive/Department of Public Safety and Justice 

Services recommends entering into a contract with The Centers for Families and 
Children in the amount not-to-exceed $7,000,000.00 for capital funding towards 
the construction of a new Comprehensive Behavioral Healthcare Center with 
priority for the development of a detoxification unit, effective upon signatures of 
all parties through 12/31/2026; and 

 
WHEREAS, the primary goal of this project is the construction of a 

behavioral health crisis center and inclusion of a detoxification unit; and 
 
WHEREAS, this project is funded 100% Opiod Settlement Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

in order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby authorizes a contract 
with The Centers for Families and Children in the amount not-to-exceed 
$7,000,000.00 for capital funding towards the construction of a new 
Comprehensive Behavioral Healthcare Center with priority for the development of 
a detoxification unit, effective upon signatures of all parties through 12/31/2026. 
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SECTION 2.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute Contract 
No. 5477 and all other documents consistent with said award and this Resolution. 
To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the County Code and 
contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the adoption of this 
Resolution. 

SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 
effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble. Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 4.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by _____, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays: 
   

    CtyCnclPresSignature01 
 
    ______________________  _________ 
    County Council President   Date cpdsh1 
    CtyExecSignature01 
 
    ______________________  _________ 
    County Executive   Date  
    ClrkCnclSignature01      
 
    _______________________  _________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date ccd_h1 
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First Reading/Referred to Committee:  July 8, 2025 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Public Safety & Justice Affairs 
 
 
Journal__________________ 

        __________________, 20___ 
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