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Greater Cleveland Sports Commission
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Mission & Vision

• Mission
• To measurably enhance the economy, image and quality of life in the Greater Cleveland 

community by attracting, creating, and managing significant sporting events and activities.

• Vision
• The philosophy of the Sports Commission sets it apart from others by operating as an 

economic and community development organization utilizing sports as a vehicle to forward 
other community agendas. The organization takes the unique approach to becoming a 
management and financial partner in each event with the goal of producing events that are 
more successful in Cleveland than other cities in which they have been held.

Since 2000, the Sports Commission is responsible for attracting and managing  
over 160 events resulting in more than $450 million in economic activity.



2014-2015 Highlights

• 2014 – 11 events, economic activity: $63 million
• 3 NCAA National Championships (economic activity: $1.2 million)

• Division II Men’s and Women’s Swimming and Diving National Championships

• Division II Wrestling National Championships

• Collegiate Women’s Bowling National Championship

• Gay Games 9 (economic activity: $52 million)
• NEOCycle (economic activity: $250,000)

• Awarded “2014 Locally Created Event of the Year” by the National Association of Sports Commissions

• 2015 – 9 events, economic activity: $16 million
• NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball Midwest Regional (economic activity: $5 million)
• 10th Anniversary Continental Cup International Youth Sports Festival (economic activity: $3.6 

million)
• US Masters Swimming Long Course Nationals (economic activity: $1 million)



• Events awarded or created in 2014/2015
• Junior Volleyball Association Midwest Championships (2016, 2017, 2018)

• Cleveland Convention Center and Public Hall
• Economic activity: $3 million per year

• USA Junior Olympic Fencing Championships (2016)
• Cleveland Convention Center
• Economic activity: $1.3 million

• Led Team Cleveland in preparing major bids for NBA and MLB All-Star 
Games

• Research demonstrates that the full-service model has a distinct 
advantage over other cities and sports commissions. 

2014-2015 Highlights



• Program Overview
• The Sports Commission has a robust history of developing meaningful 

community programs

• Funding comes from corporations, foundations, and City of Cleveland grants

• Opportunity to serve the community, generate publicity for events, and develop 
community partnerships

Urban Youth Initiative

• 2015 Highlights

• 7 youth programs in hockey, baseball, basketball, soccer, cycling and boxing

• 500 children served

• Trademark event is the second annual NEOCycle Urban Youth Initiative where 150 children 
from Cleveland will earn a new bike, helmet and lock and participate in bike safety training. 


