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SHARE YOUR IDEAS AND 
FEEDBACK AT OUR 
PROJECT WEBSITE!
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1912
Bridge Construction Begins 1954

Streetcar Operation Ends

1967-1969
First Major Bridge Rehab 
Includes Widening

1995-1997
Second Major 
Bridge Rehab

1989
Renamed
Veterans
Memorial Bridge

2016-2017
Bike Lane Conversion

2013
Initial Studies of Lower Level for
Alternate Uses & Transportation

Kent State University | Cleveland Urban Design Collaborative

2010-2011
IngenuityFest Programs the Bridge

Cuyahoga County

2019
Cleveland Foundation
Creative Fusion Festival

Cuyahoga County

2023-2025
Rediscover Veterans
Memorial Bridge Events

Cuyahoga County

2017
10,000 Visitors for 
Self-Guided Tours

Adam Kilbourne

2004
Pedestrian
Promenade Added

City Architecture

Veterans Memorial
Bridge & Subway tour

Cuyahoga County
Together We Thrive

cuy 54ceb 6/2018

Join us on Saturday, August 18, 2018
from 10AM to 5PM

1918 - 2018 

2018
100 Year Anniversary

Cuyahoga County

2024
Planning & Preliminary Engineering Begins

Cuyahoga County 
secures United 

States Department of 
Transportation Grant

1917
Bridge Opens

Cuyahoga County Archives

1974
Bridge Added to the 
National Register of 
Historic Places

Cuyahoga County
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Veterans Memorial Bridge 
Connectivity Plan 

2025-2026
Feasibility Study for the 
Veterans Memorial Bridge 
Connectivity Plan Completed

1918
Bridge Celebrated 
as the World’s 
Largest Double-
Deck Reinforced 
Concrete Bridge

Cleveland Memory Project Photo Collection

2025
Historic Gateway 
Neighborhood Corporation
Take-A-Hike Bridge Tours

Cuyahoga County

•	Feasibility Study •	Preliminary Design

Schedule 
2025-2026 | Feasibility Study

2026-2028 | Preliminary Design & NEPA

2028-2029 | Design

Construction (TBD - Not funded)

The Veterans Memorial Bridge 
(also known as the Detroit-
Superior Bridge) is an iconic 
Cleveland bridge for its 
representation of local history, 
design, and critical connection 
over the industrial Flats along 
the Cuyahoga River Valley. The 
upper level of the bridge is used 
for vehicular, bike and pedestrian 
traffic. The lower streetcar level 
is undergoing design for adaptive 
reuse to accommodate bike 
and pedestrian access, scenic 
overlooks and programmed 
activities per the 
Veterans Memorial 
Bridge Connectivity
Plan.

ACCESS
Safe, comfortable access 24/7

CHARACTER
Authentically Cleveland character that blends historic and modern details

INTENSITY OF USE
Focus on path with flexible spaces at ends and center of bridge

EXPERIENCE
Transportation-focused with opportunities for unique spaces and views

ACTIVITY LEVEL
A balance of regular uses and programmed activities

VISION
Project Overview Early Concepts | Center Span

PASSAGE
CONNECTION
GATHERING

Center span viewing platform looking north

Center span path looking east
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Veterans Memorial Bridge Connectivity Plan | 2026 Update
Base Build Diagram & Components

VETERANS MEMORIAL BRIDGE CONNECTIVITY PLAN
BASE BUILD 

PATH SECTION - 
CONCRETE SPAN

BASE BUILD ELEMENT

NORTH SIDE 
OBSERVATION DECK 

PROJECT REDUCES ON-STREET 
PARKING ON DETROIT AT 
STONEBRIDGE TO IMPROVE 
BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS 
AND SUPPORT GREATER  TRAIL 
NETWORK CONNECTIVITY

PROJECT REMOVES VEHICULAR 
ACCESS FOR ONE BLOCK OF 
WEST SUPERIOR TO CREATE 
SAFER BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN 
ACCESS TO LOWER LEVEL 
ENTRANCE

NW-1 EXISTING
ENTRY POINT

SW-3
IRISHTOWN
BEND

NW-3 STAIR FROM
LOWER DETROIT

BRIDGEWORKS

IRISHTOWN BEND
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VETERANS MEMORIAL BRIDGE CONNECTIVITY PLAN
Context Map: West End - Base Build

NO MODIFICATION TO
EXISTING UPPER DECK

Cleveland, Ohio VMB Connectivity Plan | A-8

Minimum Build

VMB Connectivity Plan | A-30

STAIR TO LOWER DETROIT & 
CENTENNIAL TRAIL

IRISHTOWN BEND TRAIL 
CONNECTION

NORTH SIDE, SEPARATED BIKE LANESSHARED USE PATH- 8% 
CONNECTIONTO EXISTING ENTRANCE

PEDESTRIAN RAMP VIA 
COURTHOUSE PLAZA 

WEST SIDE ACCESS AT 
BRIDGEWORKS

Early Concepts | Entry Points
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Interactive Views
Use your phone to check out 
panoramic views of the lower level 
of the bridge:

West side:

Center span:

East side:

Northwest entry point, looking toward Bridgeworks Southwest entry point, looking toward Irishtown Bend Northeast entry point, looking toward Canal Basin Park Southeast entry point, looking toward Federal Courthouse Plaza

The Base Build represents the 
essential set of improvements 
that transform the lower level 
of the Veterans Memorial Bridge 
into a safe, accessible, and 
connected corridor for public 
access. It establishes the core 
infrastructure needed to open 
the space for regular public use 
- linking neighborhoods, creating 
new viewpoints for the city, and 
supporting a more connected and 
active public realm.


